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Eccleſ, x. 9. 


The thing that hath beci, it is that which ſhall bt ; and that which is doit, is that 
which ſball be dore ; and there us no new thing under the Sun. 
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To the Reader, 


S the reviving of this Root of Bitterneſs *n the 

Quaker, aficy its bring deed above an hundred 

years, cauſed the Trarſ{tion and firſt Impreſſion 

—— of this ſmall Book under another Title ;, ſo the 
ſpronting forth of its fruits of gall and wormwood, aud the 
tſſuings from this corrupt fountain of thoſe ſircaws which 
make ſad the City of God, have occaſioned its ſecond 1m- 
preſſion, under the Name awd Title pt upon it by its Author 
Guy de B;cz : whoſe praiſe in the Churches by hus labo- 
riows planting, aud ſearbfa watering of them by his blood, 
s largely ſet Roth in the famous Book of Martyrs, the third 
volume, #2 the Continuation of the Hiſtory by Dr. Ed- 
ward Zulkly, pag. 37,38,41,42,43- where he is deſcribed 
to be not onely an eminent Witneſs of Chriſks Truth anto the 
death, but his Labours, Prayers and Sufferings are there re- 
corded ts pofierity ;, his rejoycing in Ged, when hands aud 
feet were ſo laden with Iron Chains, «s they £4: through bis 
Fleſh to the very bones ;, his glorying 4u their railing, more 
then if they had been Chains of Geld;, bis fulneſs of God, 
when ſhut up in the Dungeon, which for its darkweſs was 
called Brunain, where he had no more air but at one little 
hole, where drunkerds wemted their urine ; even then his 
heart leaped for joy, provoking his wife to comfort, in that 
God had not omcly given her a Husband who was a Miniſter 
Comp Goſpel, Zur to be honoured with Martyrdome;, A 
ignity (ſaid he) which the Angels of Heaven are not 
A2 capable 


To the Reader, 


capable off All which declare him a move then ordinary 
Man of God, and how worthy of credence th.ſe kelatrons ty 
him held forth are. There alſo is mention made of this Bock, 
he being engaged in an holy Conflit (as the Author calleth 
i) againſt the peſtilent SeR of the Anabaptiſts, whicl 
as Cockle mingle themſclves among the good Corn. 

This Tranſlation & 4 ſmall part of the Book; the reſt i; 
Dottrinal, and a ſolid Convittion of their Tenents : which 
whoſoever fhall intelligently reade, and compare his Rea- 
fons with thoſe of our Worthies in theſe our dayes, he will 
finde that as Satan is the old Serpent, ſo Chriſt Jeſus is 
the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. A three- 
fold Charater be giveth of them in his Epiſtle to his Book - 
I. That they maltiplied quotations of Scripture againſt their 
true ſenſe and meaning, 10 gain applauſe of the weal, and 
wnſtable. 2. That they gloried in their ſpecions Holineſs 

Converſation. 3. That they profeſſed their readineſs to 
ſuffer unto death. Of theſe he warntth Chriſts Flock, ſcat- 
tered in Flanders, Brabant, &c. being his own Country. 
If by any thing the faithful then might be preſerved from 
the ſcandal which hereby « caſt upon the Goſpel, and that 
they might be provoked to a more affettionate inquiry, and 
cordial cloſing with the truth of Faith, and order of the 
Goſpel + which 45 then was his, ſo now is the weak, deſire of 
him who is 


Thine in Chriſtian duty, 
\ F. $. 
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The Riſe , Spring and Foundation 
OF THE 


ANABAPTISTS. 


N the year 1521 and the year 'inſuing, there aroſea 

certain number of murtinous and fedicious perſons, 

who ſecretly made FaQtions : they chiefly dwelt in the 

quarters of Saxony, which bordered upon the River 

Salah , among whom their chiet was Nicholas Stork, 8 
They dreamed dreams, and ſaid, That they ſpake familiarly Nicholas © 
with God by Viſions, they preached their dreams for truchs jan Soo bs 
and Divine Oracles , and Ln. that there ſhould come a new * gs, 
world, Whercin ſhould dwell rightconſneſs : Therefore my m_ dreams, 
to exterminate all the wicked, with all the Princes and unde- 
lieving Magiſtrates, from off the carch Cthey called all thoſe ft « olaay, 
unbelievers Which were nor of their Se&t and FaCtion. ) From 
our of this School came Thomas Anntzer, Dr. Balthazar Hub» 
more, Melchior Rink, John Hutt, John Dentcr, Lodovike Het-+ 
zer,&c.All theſe boaſted that they familiarly conferred with the 
Lord. In their teachings, they with heat of affeion did de- 
fame and detraRt from the Miniſters of the Goſpel : afterward ad M:ife16. 
with the like violence fell upon the Magiſtrate, thinking that it 
they could make void theſe two Orders unto the Church, the 
wolves might ſafely fall upon and diſmember the Flock, where- 
fore theſe wolves, ; i, e. ) theſe falſe Teachers, have alwayes 
principally ſer themſelves againſt the Miniſters of che Church, 
and che Magiſtrates, to ſee if they could drive them our _ 
A3 t 
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=_ Hock, _ a——_ w_ m_ m_ againſt their 
ors ; that ſo em from ,< iohe 
_ anging hey mig 
T4 ir D»Xrix Their DoRtrineſuddenlyſpread throughout all the Country, 
ſpreads, and in a little ſpace they gathered much people after them, and 
R:b avtizs  Rebaptized many thouſands , infomuch as many ſimple people 
thoy/ards, wereled by a zeal without knowledge, being by their fair ap- 
” ,, Pearanceinſnared, They tyed themſelves unto the only ſimple 
= _— , and naked Letter of the Scripture, without regard to the ſence 
intentions with thereof ;, they carried ir very fairly before all men : for = 
fir pretezces. had alwayes in their mourhs,the /ove, faith,and the fear of God, 
the mortification of the fleſh, and the croſs , which were the 
garniſh wherewith ( that they might be of value to the ſimple) 
they painted and adorned themſelves : but inaſmuch as fuch 
colours were falſe, they laſted not long, but they ſoon began 
to fade, and without fraud to appear whar they were. 


Mnnrzers De- 7 947 Awmtzer of whom we formerly ſpake ) ſaid, That 
Bris. whoſorver would be faved muſt firſtly flye all manifeſt wicer, Aur- 
ders, Blaſphenies againſt the Name of God : that he muſt chaſtiſe 
will macerate his boay by faſting s and mean apparel , that he muſt 
held forth an auſtere viſage, ſpeak little, &c, he called theſe things 
the Croſ7, the Aortification of the Fleſh, and Diſcipline : after 
that he had fo fafhioned his people, he ſaid, That thy muff 
withdraov from the mwltirude, and converſation of -men ;, and often 
to think wp» God, who he is, and whether he hath care of #s ;, Whe- 
ther C briſt ſuffered death for ns, and whether owr Religion were to 
be preferred before that of the Tmrks : moreover, that we avg ht 
ro mck « fign from God, to be aſſured Whether he hath care of us, 
and ——_ we owned the true Religion : if inſtantly he gave not 4 
ſign, that we owght to per ſift and purſue in prayers, yea, lively to 
complain of him, s of one that doth us wrong , for ſeeing the Scri- 
ptarye promiſes that God will grant what he is acked for, be doth 
not well in not giving” a fign to the man who defireth hu kyowleage. 
He ſaid, That thi; anger and reproach was pleaſong wnto God, 
Secanſe that be thereby ſavy the inclination and heart of «wr ſpirit, 


and 


of the Anabaptiſts, 
a4 th.tt without aaxbt being thus wreed, he Woanla deciae rimelf by 
(ome evident fog, 900m ther ft of the ſpirit, and aving nuts 
ws as formerly uno the Father, He ſaid moreover, That God: 
Wil war declared by drcams, and there laid the foundations of bis 
deFFrine , inſomneh that if the dream of any might be interpreted, 
he praifed him greatly in his Sermons. 

Afer that by this means he had by little and lictle gained 
ſome, he diſcovered what he had long before plotted in the Ciry 
of A#!fted, which is in the Marches of Tring : He began to 
enroll the names of thoſe that were entred znto kague with — we 
him, and by fokemn Oath they promiſed affiſtance, ro difpatch d-reipits = 
the wicked Princes and Magiſtrates (tor they generally account- /w.11; ro:y; ro 
ed all Superiours wicked) and co ſubſticure new ones ; he faid, aſſiſt L;m,to cx 
Thar it was given him in charge from God fo to do : fo did he ff 1: mnieiee 
ſpeak of his dreams and ſuch like things. A. th RL 

Frederick Prince of Saxony did at hrft bear with him, and !.uther j-tcr- 
that at the requeſt of Zacher, But in the year 1523. he ſer him- £:4cs ſor hin, 
ſelf ſedirrouſly to preach, and publickly ro faſten not only upon _ ihe Fle- 
Minifters of the Word, ur alto upon the Mapiſtrates , and fu- ©” hm; 
riouſly declared that their Liberry was violated, and that the Bt 9vblickty 
poor and miſerable were tyrannized over, and oppreſſed by in- 929 8 i4i- 
ſupportabie Charges, and that their goods and labours were ys 
devoured by the Princes : He ſaw then, That it was time to be- ©7007 — 
think him, and then he was driven out of the City of 41/ed ; tte). = 
who after he had been ſome moneths hidden, he came to No- {93s to No 
rimberg, and to a City of Twring called Muthuze, Now in as (17Þerg, aad 
mach as when he was at A/fed, he had gained ro his Girdle 4am 2 
ſome of the Ci:izens of Af+/2uzc, by means whereof be re- :9ne; a Pr:2- 
caved the charge of Preaching : And now being. but in ſmall cb:7. 
favour wich the Senate, he ſo wrought upon the Commonalky 
by Mutinies, that they choſe a new Senate; which was ihe be- Dri:+s 9:t the 
inning of the future ſtirs : afterwards the Citizens drave our 9/4 5- ate, 
the Frie:'s, and ſeized upon their Monaſteries : with one of the 5% *: 
principalleſt and moſt rich of them, Aſ«xtzcr furniſhed him- F*r-5. bes bim- 
ſelf; an4 for the future carried it nor onely as a Preacher, bat /'# 4 the 


alſo as a Senator and Counſellor ; for he ſaid, that he muſt by Ries _— 
his 
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4 The Riſe, Spring and Foundation 
Friges of the hig Divine Revelation judge of the Bible , and gave ſentence vp- 
jel? on all according to lis will and fancy , and all this was received 
28 an Oracle and Divine anſwer : ſo were they .befooled by 
$1 [el of him, Inthe mean while, he wrote here and there to the Sub- 
$:4/1%, jects to take up Arms agaiaſt their Princes, co the recovery 
oth of cheic Spiritual and Temporal Liberties: chis ſpeech was 
ſo acceptable unco the people, that in the mouches of many he 
was the cruc Pr "II SEP SS 1 
Having then ged the Magiſtrates of Mulbuzz, and ha- 
ying put in Anabaptiits, there aroſe many troubles as we have 
Tegþt 1onn%-Formerly declared ;_ for be taught the Community of goods, and. 
wH ls "J that the equali did very well reſet hunanity > and that 


of dignity 

all the world dab in the liberty wherein it was firſt created ,, 
and that there ſhould be an indifferent uſage of goods : he ſaid, That 
this was divinely revealed wato him ;, and that Princes and great 
ones muſt be rejefted ; and that the {word of Gideon was given 

onto him, againſt all Tyrants, to riſtore the liberty, and new Reign 

S Aran wpon earth, All theſe pretences ne the people d 
By this, ptople (aſt from their ordinary labour” and when they had need of 
deft from th: any thing, they. took it from thoſe that had, whether they 

would or 


labour, oor, 

" _ _* -_ 2 Divers moneths he thus led on the train, ſo as in the year 
They take 1525..the Husbandmen and Labourers took up Arms in Swab; 
Arms, and Frexcony, to the number of fourty thouſand, who ſlew the 
Fil! the Nebi.. greateſt parc of the Nobility, ſackt and burnt their Caſtles and 
fry. Fortreſles ; he went on to proſecute his Game, thinking the 

time aow to he come; to bring into action what he had for- 

merly delberated:; he after cauſed them to found ſome Artil- 
. leryin the Cordiliers Church , he called much people from the 
fields out of hopes of pillage, and to make themſelves rich, 

He icrall his affairs conſulted with a bold fooliſh fellow called 
Phiſers dren. Phifer, who had dreams and viſions in high eſteem ; and a- 
mong other diſcourſe be ſaid, * That in a | —_ he had ſeen 
* multitudes of: Mice in a Stable, which he had made to fly : 
* whichhe iriterpreted ſo as he had command from God to take 

* up Arms, to fet himſelf in array to diſcomfir the Nobilicy, 


AAnntier 
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Muntzer was ſomewhat more cool, though he preached 
with great violence, yet he would not run any hazard untill that 
the Neighbourhood had taken up Arms : and the morecaſily 
to bring about his enterprize, he wrote unto the Labourers in 
the Mynes of the Territories of Afn;field, admoniſhing them 
to fall upon the Princes without any reſpeRt or conſideration ; 
for ke were ready in Frencony drew near unt0 Taring. 
Thereupon Phjfer, who could not forbear, took the field wir 
his, and ſack'd the Country about 7field, pillaged the Fortrel- 
ſes and Temples (or Churches) ſlew divers Gentlemen, 
raking others Priſoners: which having done, he returned 
lhaden with plunder; and having ſo well ſped, the popularity 
were encouraged: in the mean time they skirmiſhed and ra- 
vined in the Country of Afanrfield, wherefore Mnntzer 
thinking that there was a revolt in all parts, came forth from 
Mulhb«ze wich 300 ſeditious men, Upon theſe ſtirs Albert 
Count of Meet at an inſtant aſſembled ſome Troops of 
Horſe, and fought Mwnrzer, ſo as 200 were left dead upon the 
place; thereſt being aſtoniſhed, withdrew, and fled towaid 
Francuſe, and ſojourning there, waited for the recruir of their 
Army ; which was the cauſe of retarding their ſtirs. 

In the mean time the Princes gathered together, to the num- 
ber of 1500 Horſe, with ſome Foot : the Peaſants being en- 
camped in a Mount neat Fraxcuſe, they could not eaſily be af- 
ſailed, by reaſon of the Carts they had furniſhed themſelves 
wi hall, The poor people being unprovided either of Arms or 
Artillery, and for the moſt part not acquainted with Souldiery ; 
the Princes being moved with compaſſion, admoniſhed chem 
by meſſages, that they would deliver up the Authors of this 
Sedition , and that laying down their arms, every one might 
with aſſurance, and without fear of puniſhment return unto 
their houſes, Afnntzey then fearing his skin, advanced into 
o _ of the Troops, and with a ſtern countenance made 

rauon, 
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Ti ſit, /ellows Seuldiers and Brethren, bow theſe Tirasts near into you bave 
conjured to put you Þ.Ml! to death, and y:t th:y are ſo jaiit-beartcd, as that they 
fare not fight-us.; they make fooliſh and unrorthy Tenders to wake you lay 
#vwn your Arms + Torknow that 1 am the A'they and Movey of this Bat iprize, 
but not upon mine own Authority or pavticutay- ſancy (for 5: is net 0 mine own 
head) but by the Communal of Gor : 11s {t' things beiag ths led on, jou aud I 
oft ovey, evd not abardet thi pliee 214 rath whire God bath [tt us. Heretofove 
be commanded Abriliam to ſacrifice bis Syn ; who net knowing th: iſſue, with» 
#12 difficulty obryed th: Divine Command : wher:fore God preſcrucd bis Sor, and 
atorned bh Paith with great benefits. ire thn who ave in the ſame eft ite, o4ght 
to perſevere leaving the event of things unto God + bawſorver there 1s #9 do «bt, 
but all-will fall ot according to onr wiſh, and ye ſhall with your eyes brbold the 
Lord, rel ef ; for we fall & flroy as mary as ther: be enemies. In mas; places 
of the Scripture God bath promiſed to b:1p the poor ard acedy, nbich doth truly 
belong unto us ; for wt are poor azd mi(erable : and inaſmith as we _ to 
returs anil increaſe in the knowledge of God, none ſhoald doubt of the Viftory, or 
#f an bapby iſſare. B bold on the contrary the confition of 8:7 Enemies, they call 
themſelves trinces, but 1-deed th'y are very Tyrants, for they tahr no cave of uy 
of 385, but thr y (quttxe wat all jour Eftites, and (wallaw them dows with att 
greedinrſs. Amoig the p:opl: whom God particularl, ch1ſe, it was ord ined that 
theiy Kings ſDoul4 not be unprofitable Þ:ed-dhrifes - and thty were command d 
diligently to reedein the Brok of th: Laws which be bud corftituted : but what 
& thy: Thrarti now ? and how divthey ſend their ths ; the; thick that they 
ave not concersed in the Common» wealth, nur dodtbey inform themſelves bw it 
[areth with. the. poor aud mi{crable ; They (ee_a0t #6 Yoſtice, but ſuffer Robbers 
11901 the High-wayes ; thy puniſh nov Thicues, nor do they #:ke ord.r ag1inſt 
erit-dying * they 1 wh wiſe confart the fath-rl:ſs, nor the widow ; wr do they 
tike care for the infra of Tiath : they only ds wot atwance Golls odour, 
but thry bazder thr (ame ; nc#- bive they any thought, but boy to get oth r mong 
Eſtes mito themſebves + wh'r fore thr y daviy frede 04t new wnuenenens ts raiſe 
money ; nor da; they Care to pjocure or maictain peace (wonly many the lice 
pr«ches J,And a words te exh-1rred them, ſayir g, Be then Couragyous, 
ard rid this great wept offtilte troop ont of the way ; knowing Tot it fo doing 
18! bat folſe) the caſwe of Gad. 1 pricene wo meas eithir of ſrve or 
'afe compoſition ; for they will weegr be otherwiſe mided ; they n:4tber will 
g4nt us via Lyberties, why tbe #14 Seruite of God. »buvefove we #:ght rather 
to dye. then to appreve of their wickedneſs, or to let them ſnatch the Botbrive of 
the Gdffiel From us. Ins ſum, 1' ds aſſure you that God will bl ws, aad that 
the day (hall be giers ; fir by bimſ1f bt promiſed me it openly; be 'bimſclf, 1 
ſay, n bo can neitner lye nov d:ceive, bath commanded me thus to preeted topuniſh 
the Magiftrate. B bold, bow Gods power appeareth ! when- as 4 ſmall band) ull 
«pole overcometh a great numb-r ; as for exampic, you know what Gideon 


with bis [mall company, and Jotathan with by drame-bearer ; whit 
yl 


of the Anabaptiſts. 


David did aloze 4:4iaſt that mo-fler Goliah : 1 put 3t out of d8i0t thu? thts ds 
ſhall be noted by the like Viftory, and that peſterity will alwayes bav? it ia ve- 
membrance ; for though we bt in bad equipagt, 1ot well faraiſued wath Arms, and 
thiegs needfall, we ſoall not fail to worſt th: ; and this frame of $:4ven and 
earth will ſeoxcr fail, then we ſhall be forſaken of God. Take beed 1;ft Reaſons 
judg:ment make you ſhake, or the appearatce of d.ger, that preſents, make you 
fraid ; but livily fall on the enemies « be nat daunted with thiir Gazs ey Artil- 
lery, fort will receive all thrir bullets into my Gawn. Beboid, ſte by» #17 God 
is for us ! Contemplate, 1 pray you, the witze(s ard ſig of bis good will tower 
ws , lift up 16-1 eyes, and behold the beauerly Bawe : 1 coald wiſh that in our 
E; zu th: ſame Rainbow wire pourtrazed. God exidentl, ſbeweth by this ſign 
which apprareth os bib, that be will ia th: Battcl afſift us, dexo:ycing T4i%e a4 
perdition unto the Trants our exomies : Be co:ragions then ; ard being afford of 
bis f.irour, fall on, for God will not that you ſho:14 mike as agr:ement with jar 
Earmits. . 


His Oration'being finiſhed, the preateft part of his company, 
by reaſon of their preſent peril, Ceaſed not to be much afraid, 
all being in diſorder, and without any conduct, Yer'there were 
in the band ſome dokd and deſperate ones bent to do miſchief : 
they being over-forward, and ready to-do evil, were inflametl 
the more dy reaſon of his Speech, eſpecially the Rainbow be- 
fore ſpoken-of td enconarge them, and - Oo ju it aS 2 
molt ſure ſign of ViRory : there was this farther to therr ad- 
Jn agr Army was great (it being about Booo men) 
and the place advantagious for their defence: theſe Varlers 
cried out, that all ſhould rake up their Arms, and-wich eour 
they came to cloſe with the enemy, ſinging an Hymn, whereby 
they did implore the aid of the Holy Ghoſt. There was ſenc 
unto them to parly a young man of a Noble Family, whom 
JArstzer againit the Law of Arms had ſham , herewith the 
Princes being provoked, cauſed the Alarm to be ſounded, and 
ordered char Bartel in array, 


Philip Frixce of Helſia, exharted the Souldiers to carry themſelves cores Theo. 
giouſly, and to perform their duty ; ſhewing them, that although the accaſetiax (1,0. & 
charged os them by the Exemy ſhould be trac, yet it was unlanfull far the Com» F 
wonalty to take ap arms againſt th: Magiſtrate ; which might be proved by Tefti= , Per, x; ” 
mony if the Serigtuve ; and that yet he would neither excuſe himſclf noy the other 
Princes from their failts. They cover themſelves with the Name of tht Goſpel, 

By but 
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but is tr.itb th'y forge notbing but Thrfts, Robberies, and th: like miſciiifs ; th is 
endeavor us to - {gn 196 to abolih Mygiſtr.icy, to off.r violence to ot ber 
mens wives and childy:n, ard to conmit 2ll Crimes witho it path bment + and [er> 
ing uader the fair aud holy Name of God, th:y cloke ſuch willanies, and execrable 
wjdeeds, there was 18 dovbt but God would avenge thoſe rajuiies : wh-vefore 
t2:ry ove ought te fight agaioft thin, as azaiaſt Rovbtis, ard ſo to maiitain the 
Publick Peacr, and to drferd eucry an's Eftate, with th ir mives and Chil.'yen. 
Tb: cauſe of the Way is molt juſt ; aud bad be not been aſſured, thit the work 


Kom. 23.2235 bad been ace:rptable uato God, who bath put th: Sword 4ii9 the hand of the M (ie 


Tz ©. 


ſtrate, b: would xot bave geen tocre, 


This Oration being finiſhed, they came to cloſe; and no 
ſooner were the Artillery and ſmall ſhot diſcharged, bur theſe 
poor people, as men amazed, and deprived of underſtanding, 
neither defend themſelves, nor ſet themſelves to flight for 
ſafery, bur ſang their vulgar ſong, to invoke the aid of the holy 
Ghoſt : ſome truſting. in the promiſes of Aſuntzer, waited for 
ſuccour from Heaven. The Harquebuſſes being diſcharged, 
they beganto re-inforce the battel,and to ſlay them right down, 
then they berook themſelves to flight all in a rout toward Fram 
cuſe : ſome of them drew off to the other part of the Moun- 
tain, and ſome the while bare the brunt of the bartel in the Val- 
ley againſt the Hotſe ; of whom there fell one or two : but ſo 
botly were they purſued, that there were 5000 left in the place: 
ſoon after this laughter the G_ Francuſe was taken, and 
near 390 priſoners, which were beheaded. Afuntzrr having 

ained the City by flight, hid himſelf in an houſe near unto the 
e; Whither by accident there came a Gentleman, whoſe 
Waiting-man going up to ſee the rooms, he found a man laid 
upon the bed , who asked him who he was, and whether he was 
not fled from the Battel, and whether he was not one of tlie ſe- 
dirious ? By accident there lay a Purſe near unto the bed , the 
other rakerh up the booty, and having opened ir, he found 
therein Letters, whereby Albert of Afansfield did admoniſh 
AMnnizry to deſiſt from his enterprize,and not to caule the poor 
porets to mmtiny : theſe Letters when he had read, he asked 
im, if the Letters were not direted to him ? which he denied very 
flifly, uncill being ſharply threatned, craving pardon, he con- 


feſſed 
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felled that he was Aſwntzer : being taken, he was brought be- 
fore George Duke of Saxony, and I Lamgrave , being azked net _ 
of them, what had moved him ſo to abuſe the poor people ? he 
replied, that he had done bur his duty , and that thoſe Magi- 
itrates that would not receive the Goſpel, were fo to be dealr 
withall, The Zantgrave puzled him, proving by Teſtimony of 
Scripture, that the Magittrates ought to be had in reverence ; 
and that all ſeditions were forbidden by God , and that it was 
not lawful for a Chriſtian to avenge his private quarrel: where- 
unto Auntzzy had not to anſwer. Afterwards he was put unto 
grievous torture , and as by greatneſs of the pain he cried out, tw: c4 
George Nuke of Saxony ſaid unto him, Truly Muntzer you erdnre 
at preſent, but think, alſo upon the ruine of ſo many people, Which 
this day by occaſion of thy ſedition are flain : He anſwered, mueh 
laughing,that rbey world ſo have it. He was afterwards brought 
to Welderwng a City of the Signory of Mansfield, where he was 
ſharply drawn and pur to torture, and contefſed what was his 
deliberated purpoſe, and who were the Complices of tis Con- 
juration, 
The Princes being come to 7Yeldermng and Mxlbnze, they \ 

cauſed many of thele ſedirious perſons to be beheaded ; and a- 
meng the reſt,that bold fool Phifer, of whom there hath men- 
tion formerly bin made: then afterward Muntzer was brought 
into the field, who found hiqpſelf very much diſcouraged, and 
overwhelmed in this extremity ; ſo as without help he could 

not give account of his faith, as it commonly falls out with ſuck 
in the like caſe : Henry of Brunſwick, to help him,cauſed him to 

lay after him : when he was ready to die, he confeſſed clearly & 

loudly his fault and errour , and being ſurrounded with Soul- 
diers, he exhorted the Princes to uſe greater pity towards the 
pou people, and that by this means they ſhould not need to 

ear ; he admoniſhed them alſo to reade diligently the Book of 
Kings, which are in the holy Scripture : his diſcourſe —_ 

ended, they cut off his Head. From this-marvellous defeat and ry::1;,; 
diſcomfiture ſeveral eſcaped, who ſeeing their ſedition profited 

them not, and that the Prophets were (lain with their ———_ 

B 3 an 
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and companions, inſtead of repenting, and acknowledging the 
peltilential venome thar lay hid in their Se, they aſſemble at 
Thoſe th.it i= Afmnſter the chiet Ciry of weſtphalia, and at firit made ſem- 
ſcap:47: 19 blance of humility, holding forth nothing in them that was 
— ;.»;. ſplendent or magnificent, yea, they reproved and cried out a- 
lit;, cry oat a- $ainſt all excellency, greatneſs and magniticency : they held 
pie] th at1- torch outfide-holineſs, and cried out againſt the ſword and 
g/7-4:15pow:r. power of the Magiſtrate : Riches and honour were rejected by 
chem as loathſome vomir (ar lealt, as they made ſhew of,) they 
ſpake of nothing, bur of the mortification of the old man, and 
of the renewing of the Spirit, and of a life wholly dedicated 
unto God ; above all, they deſpiſed the world and the things 
that are therein, bur it was becauſe rhey could not yer play their 
pranks, nor themſelves have dominion, nor make a new world 

according to their model, as chey afterwards ſthewed unto all. 
Bern, Ro1man. Inthe year 1532 £Hernard Rotman began to preach the Go- 
preaches16: Go ſpel, without the Ciry of Aſu»ſter, in the Temple of S. Maxrice, 
Pe with /3- and that nor withour grear effc& ; inſomuch as that there being 
He an4 oth:yy Certain Miniſters, they preſented thirty Articles unto the Ma- 
Mriſtcrs pre- Siſtrates, wherein allche errours of the Papacy were contained; 
ſent Articles a» ſubmitting themſelves unto all puniſhment, if they did not prove 
g4inſt Popih alt theſe Articles to be falſe, and repugnant to the Word of 
NT God. The Senate ſent for the Papiſts, and propoſed unto them 
thoſe Erronrs : and becauſe they þad alway given them to un- 
Pwviſts ys derſtand their Do&rine was pure, and founded upon the Word 
corvicecd, of God (which theſe Preachers denied, and upon their lives 
would evince the contrary) the Magiſtrates asked them, if they 
would by holy Writ confure what was ſaid unto them : being 
thus queſtioned, and ſeeing the Senate laid the matter much to 
heart , in briefthey anſwered, that chey had nor wherewirh to 
defend their Do&rine, and as for what they had ſaid of their 
Ordinances,and manner of doing to be good, was but upon 0- 
Ad vy 14: S*- pinion & ignorance : whereupon the Senate forbade them from 
a _—_— that rime forward, not xo meddle with preaching, ſeeing they 
5* the i. Were convinced of Errours and falfe Norines,and command- 
wſters, .cd them to reſign their places unto thoſe Teachers which =- 
| = 
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diſcovered their errours and abuſes, Soon after there was aſ- 
{;oned ro each his Temple to preach in, by the conſent of rhe 
ycnate ; and all the City was in peace and tranquillity. 

Burt Saran the enemy of peace and truth, could not long en- $4142 *#15 2: 
dure the peace and publication of the Goſpel , wherefore as he © _ tif jp 
had already done 1n other places, with might and main he la- here —_ 
boured to hinder and overthrow the Goſpel, and in its place 
to ſer up theſe ſedicious Anabaptiſts : ſo he did the ſame at 
Aunſter, to the great damage of the faichful, rhe deltruRtion 
and infamy of the Goſpel, 

For in the year 1533. there came to Avnſter an Hollander B; J-hn Be- 
named Pohn Beeold of Leyten, by Trade a Taylor or Sewer of ©7\4 a 74.417 
Garments ; but rather a Raveller or tearer in pieces : he was a® Mem” 
witty tellow, eloquent, caurelous, and very audacious, having a 
lirtle read the Scripture, he could fully diſſemble matrers : in 
fum, he was a true and perte& Anabapriſt , in the beginning of 
which famiharity, heinſ1nuated himſelf into the company of the j-G211t 5 bin- 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and asked them wherher they thought /«// #79 the | 
it was well done to baprize little children ? they anſwered, Yes, ©" _ 
and then he began to deride and jeer with diſdain : he thus car- 
ried matters near nine monechs ; often diſputing againſt, and 
deb:nmp with the Miniſters concerning Bapciſm , norwichitand- 
ing in the mean while, whereſoever he could, he ſecretly ſowed 
the Do@rine of the Anabapriſts. Then Bernard Retman, of Rorman 09% 
whom we ſpake before, ſeeing the drift of the Anabaptiſts, in/** > 
his Sermon exhorted the m_= to pray unto God for his 
grace, that they might $ Doctrine pure, and to preſerve 
it fromthe corruptions of enraged men, eſpecially from the 
Anabapriſts, who ſecretly crept in among them, and ſlid into 
their companies : for if their opinion prevailed, the ſtare of the 
Commonwealth and Religion would be poor and miſeradle. ;,; ; ;,,, 7:4. 
At that very time there came to Munſter one Herman Staxrede, cd b, bu ('0- 
who was Rormans Coadjurtor, who ſeduced him,and cauſed him dwter Here 
to tern Anabaptiſt,againſt whom he had ſo much combared ang 142 Staxiede 
cried down, This Herman had been the Diſciple of Hemy de — _ 
Roles, whom they of Trrecbr had lately executed, becauſe he j7 © m=5#? 

. was 


executed. 
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was an Anabaprtiſt , he publickly reproved Childrens Baptiſm, 
ſaying, That it was an abomination before God, Becauſe ot this, 

, . there aroſe great itirs among the people, and thoſe who for- 
Fecolds 71+ merly ore tiondy ſeduced by Zohn Breold of Leyden,now vent- 
nw _ ed cheir Opinions,and almoſt throughout the whole City ofren- 
righ-ly metiegs mes held Conventicles, and ſecretly aſſembled in private hou- 
ſes : and their Miniſters taught onely by night, when as others 
took their reſt , which was che fittelt crime for the working of 
their myſteries, Theſe things much provoked che Senate, and 

p th» $:y1!: becauſe the nightly meetings and Sermons of rhe Anabaprilts 

FR o "Wig were ill reſenced, they were prolubiced and for bidden,and com- 

_s 4424 mand iſſued torth to all the lovers of that Se&,to avoid the City: 

they rofuſe, but they cared not for this command,and were no ſooner gone 
out at one Gate, buc they came in at another,and hid themſelves 
in the Ciry with cheir SeRaries ; and boalted char they had com- 
mand from God nor to i«r, bur fully and gravely ro proſecute 
their Commiſſion, This troubled the Senate, and they were 
ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at ir, Wheretore to prevent further trou- 
ble, it was commanded, That boch Anabaprtiits and Preachers of 
the Goſpel, ſhould repair to the Town-houſe wich the learned 

A Diſþ tatios, men. In this Diſputation Retman, who had for ſome time co- 

_— vered matters, openly declared himſclf an Anabap:iſt, and con- 

bimſ, if : Her. demned Childrens Bap:iſm, as wicked and deteitable : but Hey- 

man Biſh man Buſch {+ contradicted him, as by the Word of God he con- 
co-futes bin, futed him , which may yet be proved, by che Acts drawn up by 
the Publick Notary. This being done, the Senate commanded 
the Anabaptiſts to depart the Ciry , yea,and that forchwich : buc 
again they hid chemſelves according to their cuſtom, untill fair 
opportunity preſented, that they might come in ſight ; andehen 

[1s /all :502 a upon a deliberated rage, they fell upon a Miniſter named Petey 

Miniſter Yr 1Yirtem, as he preached in a Temple or a Church by the autho- 

tn 4. rity of the Senare,and they turned him our, Then many of them 

City,cr5ing, Re. 4A abour the Ciry, asif they had been divinely tranſported in 

pent axd be Re= their ſpirit, crying with a loud voice, Repent andbe Re-beprtized, 

baptized. otherwiſe the _ of God will fall «pon yow. Many good people 
fearing the wrach of God (whereof chey ſo much talked) and 
' "W 
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in their ſimplicicy being deceived,- and ſome for fear of loſing 
theic eſtates, obeyed them : for after the Anabaprtiſts had got 
the upper hand of their adverſaries, they turned our, and 
deprived them of their eſtates. . Theſe things were done in the rw ofares 
'ear 1533,and in the beginning of 34. and when they had been * Z 
idden, they came forth out of their dens and caves, and they 
went all together unto the Marker place with great cries and 
howlings, and commanded, That al that were not R ized Command all 
ſhould be put to death as Pagans and wicked : and forthwith they arrebaptized to 
ſeized upon the Artillery, Arms, Ammunition and Towr-houſe ; - 'anghty _ 
the reſt, namely, the Proceſtancs and Papiits, began to run, and oY os 
to betake themſelves to a place of the City, which was natural ggzicies. 
ly ſtrong, for defence both of themſelves and the people ; and 
x bo. cook ſundry Anabaptiſts Priſoners : this laſted untill they 
came unto Compolition,and Holſtages on both ſides were given, 099ed, cone 
and it was agreed that Every one fhonld bold his own Religion, ** Compoſi:6.8. 
and return unto his own houſe, and live in peace. . 
The principal Anabaptiſts then were Rotman, fohn Becold of 
Leyden, Bernard K nipperdoling , Gerard Cipperbrok,, Bernard 
Crechting, 
In the mean time Retman and XK nipperdoling (the Superlatives Bt ſext for aid 
* of this faQtion) though they had approved of this Compoſition, *? *b* 141290 
yet they ſent unto the neighbouring Towns ; whereby they '* 7s 
gave notice unto thoſe of ns Se, to leave all their goods, 
and repair unto them, and that they ſhould not fail to receive Proni/e ten 
ren times more then they left behinde them. Great multitudes !#nes more the; 
both of men and women hearkning unto theſe magnificent pro- 17779”, . 
miſes, came in unto them, and upon hopes of preterment, re-;,, 2 rage 
aired unto Mxxſter, chiefly the poorer ſort, who knew not oz bopes of pre- 
ow to ſubliſt, The Citizens and more wealthy among them, ferment repair 
ſeeing the City to ſwarm with ſtrangers, withdrew as fairly as '* 5. 
they could, abandoning their place unto the Anabaptiſts ; this gs -- oo 
was about Lent, in the Monech of February 1534. By this 4,44 otiftr = 
means the Anabapriſts became Maſters, and choſe a new Senate Maftcrs, ard 
of their own party, with Conſuls ; among whom were K nip- Kite all 


perdoling and Cipperbrok,; ſoon after they fell upon the Temple 
C of 


The Riſe, Spring and Foundation 


Emth: C7 Of S. Mawrice, which was near unto the City, and burnt it with 


os $_ Mauricc. 


Cr3,R'pent, #*- gnr; Repemt, 


pent, depart if Dichly dt wiched, if yewell net die: and at that inftant 
mRIS 5 = ect Ac drave out of the City all that 
the Citiz;1s Were nor of their Se&t, without having regard either to Age 
+ — yds —_— po em EC troubles and - 
eF-' con flight. Theſe being driven out, | "Magin 
ww 25 their Bftates: by this every one may know by whaeſprie hk 
with chitd mi. Anabaptiſtical Hypocrites were led : there is no at ſo fello- 
carry. ws cruel and wicked, that ever was done, which 
They Pillage. they did not commit, In the beginning they calked of nothing 
| burthe Spirit and Holineſs , they ſaid, ir was not lawful for a 
Chriſtian ro bea Magiſtrate, and that it was not lawful to bear 
. Arms ; but after they hud brought all under their paw, and in 
their power, then it was lawful ro take the Publick Arms, with 
TT, and to chuſe a Mapiſtrate to their minde, yea, 
—— him that was ordained of God, and thruſt 
into his place, and ro make themſelves Conſuls and 
Senators as they have done : there is not need of much ſpeak- 
ing, for the workd knoweth s, Where now are the fair ſpee- 
ches of thoſe Anmabaptiſts > Do wor reſt evil: He that will 
take away thy coat, give him thy cloak, alſo, Theſe have nor. 
only pi and ftript honeſt men of their clothes, but of all 
that they had, and have driven them miſerable out of rheir 
. houſes, with their wives and little ones, and have expoſed them 
to death by the Befiey;crs of rhe City. | 
At —_— there ton Pdf og 
number of Prophers (tor t thar name) the prin- 
wel of whom ob oh Aatthew: of Haring , and one 
Toeir Projh:t Piſtor,' who were boch audacious, and rs ws, they 
— boaſted of Viſions, and of the Spirx of Prophecie, By Pro- 
their goods ro Phetical Authority, this holy Prophet commanded all the City 
Je commes, Ko bring in all their Gold, Silver, and orhey moveable goods 
| 5 Af os; ro 


the neighbouring Edifices , andpillaged all the Temples, and 
ſppiled the chief Femple. Within-a few dayes after they flocki 

together ran abour the {tfeers,- and in a dreadful manner cried 
, and ſuddenly” changed their rune, ſaying, 
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to be common, and that none upon pain of death, ſhould re- 
ſerve any thing for his own private uſe : and to this end, there 
was a Publick houſe appointed, The people were very mucli 
altoniſhed at the rigour of this Edi, yer noewithſtanding 0- 
beyed it : it was not poſlible to retain or conceal any portion, _, 
for there were two Maides Divinereſſes, who did reveal it, it ——_ - 
there were any that did retain any thing. Afterwards theſe }.;; wow L 
Prophets commanded that none ſhould keep any books except ,u4 a!! Fs, 
the Holy Bible , and that all others ſhould publickly be brought brfdes rhe Bib!: 
forth and aboliſhed : he ſaid, chat be received this Command *o 9 674. 
from God; wherefore great numbers of beoks were brought 
together and conſu fire, 

It came to pals tha an Artificer named Hubert Tratelin, who Huberr Trute- 
being dſptcated with the aRing of theſe Prophers reproached 7 <2 = 
them, calling them iraghen de Merde : he was accuſed, and all 5.” ad flu 
the people were cauſed ro come rogether in their Arms : they 
ſentenced the poor man to death ; whereat the people were 
marvellouſly trighted. Fob» Aatthews the chief Prophet laid 
hands upon the poor man, and when as he was thrown down, 
gave him a ſtab with a Pike, without wounding him mortally, 
whatſoever his endeuFours were, then he commanded him to 
be taken from thence, and that he ſhould:be carried co another 
place; and raking the Musket of another young man that was 
neer him, he ſhot him through with a bullet : he was fal- 
ling to che ground, the Prophet ſaid, That it was revealed unto 
him from heaven, that the time of his death was not yer come 
and that God had accepted him to favour,though he died a few 
dayes after ; whereof when the Prophet had notice, he took a 
_ Pike, and violently ran through the City, crying our, ther 
Gea the Father had given him in command to repulſe the Enemie | 
from the ay As he drew neer unto the , a Souldier called [-1n Minthers 
Meſnicns faced him, and ſhot him quite through the belly : {.i2. 

This was the woful end of this mad Prophet : and akhough 
the fraud of theſe Prophets was well known, yet the people 
were ſo bewitched by chem, and ſo'deprived of their reaſon, 
that they much bewailed this their ly Propher, ſaying, har 

C 2 there 
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there would ſome miſchief befal them, becauſe ſuch a Prophet 
was taken from them, * 

John Becold of Leyden commanded the ſecond Prophet after 
him, to be of a cool courage ; becauſe that of a long time be- 
fore, ir had been revealed unto him,that he ſhould come to ſuch 
an end, and that he ſhould marry his widow. Two dayes after 

; Eaſter, they ran to the Churches, and rang all the Bells =o 
Knipper'l”- ther : ſome dayes after, Knipperdoling prophecied, that all lofty 
ting 9roph:4:4 things muſt be laid low, and an poor, and the mean, and the 

low things muſt be exalted , and forthwich commanded, that 

all che Churches ſhould be demoliſhed , with a-very great gra- 

vity aſſuring them, that this command came from : where- 

fore he was without delay-obeyed, and the heavenly command 

(as he called it ) put inexecution, At the ſame timie John Becold 

Becold «:akrs gave the ſword unto K nipperdolins, and appointed himi to be 
knipperdo- executioner, becauſe it ſo fell out that he was the Cenſul, and 
Ig H"g"4%, had adminiſtred the chief Magiſtrates place, Being now made 
a. n, heis put in a lower rank. Xnipperdeling made no 
They [all ry ſcrnple of it, and received this place very —_— - and 
ard make a whereas the Camp had now been ſome months before the City, 
great flavyhter they ſtormed it ; and of the chief Nobſſty, and beſt Captains 
fo th: :»rber of and Souldiers there were ſlain before the Ciry about fonr thou- 
ba ſand : then all hopes of raking them by force failed. A few 
Recolll 7; dayes after whitſontide John Becold of Leyden, after that aſſaults 
fhree dazzs had been ou without effet, he went to ſleep, and laid and 
dr:ans, axd . dreamed three entire dayes together ;, and when he awaked, he 
frig's bimſ«lf ſpake to no-man ,, bur as Zacharias, Jobn the Fapriſts father,ſo 
wr goon he made ſigns that they ſhould bring him paper , wherein he 
the 12ne5 of 12 Wrote the names of twelve men, and among them of ſome of 
c:irf Comn:ard- the beſt rank, who were to have the Supreme charge, and to 
ors, have the whole Government as it was in Iſrael; for he ſaid, ir 
was the will of the Heavenly Father, that Munſter ſhould be 

governed as the heavenly 7er»ſalem, By this means this wicked 

...... .. one made way that he might be King: afterwards he propoſed 
"_23112:1ce1, GireR articles unto their Preachers, and required them to con- 
1. firmthem)by teſtimony of Scripture; otherwiſe he would bring 


them 
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them unto the people, that they might ratitic and approve them, 

The ſum of theſe Articles was, that a man was not bound 
tO have but one Wife, and that it was lawful to eſpouſe as ma- 
ny as he pleaſed : bur as their Preachers did contute this ſen- 
rence, he aſſembled them at the Council-houſe with the twelve ; 
where in the preſence of them all he pull'd off his cloak, and 
caſt it upon the ground with the New-Teſtament, and ſware by 
theſe marks and ſigns, that theſe Articles by him propoſed Swears it was 
were revealed to him from Heaven , wherefore he threatned /o veveal:d to 
them, that if they conſented not unto them, God 'would never "'" -'*" God, 
de merciful unto them, Finally, they agreed, and were of his 
Opinion, and the Preachers for three dayes ſpace ſpake of no- 
thing bur of the point of Marriage. Without delay ohn Be- 
cola married three wives, one of whom was the widow of the He muavries 
_ Prophet Zokn Matthews : others like lewd men followed three wives. 

is example, ſo as it was a praiſe-worthy thing to have many 
wives. Some of the honeſt Citizens were ſorely diſpleaſed 
ro ſee Marriage thus prophaned, and they gave a ſign to gather, .. 
all thoſe together into the Market place, who loved the Do- difpleaſed, wk 
rine of the Goſpel , and th:n they ran into the Market place, +: Prophe ts. 
and laid hands upon the Pcophets, and took XK nipperdoling, and The common 90+ 
all the reſt of the Prophets : But the common pzople having ?'* rr/cne then, 
notice hereof,took arms; and having reſcued the Caprives, kil.*\ _ 4 
about hfcy with great torments, trying them to trees and as 
poſts,diſcharged Muskets at them : in the mean while the grear 
Prophet cryed out, that he that world do God ſervice, ſhould fire 
firſt. They killed with another ſort of death. 

This great Prophet Fohn Becold of Leyden having by his Becold bath 15 
viſion gained this point, that it was lawful for a man to take to« "'** 7 #6 
a as many wives as he pleaſed, played his pranks, for 

e married but fifteen, and had them all at once , and it was 
lawful for any one to have fix or ſeven: for they mult thus re- 
new their Marriage, as they had done their Bapciſm. . And 
that none might take ill what they did, they merrily coloured 
over their villany with teſtimonies out of Gods word, they 

brought the examples of the Patriarchs, Abraham, 7 cob, _ 
| C3 vi, 
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vid and Solomon, and divers others, and ſaid that the Word of 
67. 1.43, Godcommanded ir, ſaying [ncreaſe, wultiply, and fill the earth. 
When that ſencence was brought, r Tim. 3. That 4 Biſbop muſt 
be unbl.umable, the buchand of one wife, they anſwered, that it 
was clear from the text, That the Apoltle required that of none 
bu: che Biſhops, and chat for ſeveral reaſons , that he mighr 
not burthen the Church, and that he might the better attend 
upon his Office ; but this was not forbidden to any other, 

then the 24 of Jane 1534. there aroſea new Prophet, by 
A new Propb't Trade a Gold-{mich named 7obn T wiſceſcar , he ny. age 
hs rc bled the people into the Market place, made known that the 
re rp, will and command of the heavenly Father was, that Zobn Becold 
pointed John Of Leyden ſhould be made emperour of all che earth , and that 
Becold Empr- be ſhould march into the Field with a mighty Army, and wy 

7911 of all the he ſhould without making any difference deitroy all Kings an 
phos Princes, pardoning only the people; that is to ſay, thoſe which 
loved nr] wars I that he might hold the throne of his ta- 
ther David, uncil that the Father did deliver up the Kingdom 
unto him; for the Saints ſhould raign in this World, after that 
_ they had deſtroyed all the wicked. Theſe things were brought 
11 zo 4cc2pt5 it, to Joh Becold of Leyden,who taking down upon both his knees, 
and lifting up his hands to heaven, fad, It is ſeveral dayes fince 
T knew this, Brethren, yer I would not divulge ic, but now the 
Father hath made uſe of another Miniſter to perſwade it. He 
made ſemblance as if he received the Kingdom againit bis will, 
he laid hold on ic with both hands, and had long before 

ribed for it, and plotted ir, 

#:d taſbi:rs the Being now King, he who before. was but a Taylor, at that 
twelve Co%» inſtant caſhiereth the Twelve , and on the ſudden attireth him- 
wanders. elf withmore then Royal Pomp and Magnificence : he choſe 
Itveſts bimſ.f great Lords, and — that they ſhould make two 
with Kingly Crowns of pure Gold : he bore a Scepter with a Chain of 
Robes Gold ; and hkewiſe his Spurs with Rowels of Gold : in brief, 
he was not clad but with Silk, Velvet and Gold, which they had 
Kollen ont of the Churches : his Horſes were accordingly ac- 
courred : he appointed certain dayes to give audience ” - 

uc 
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ſuch as addreſſed themſelves unto him for any buſineſs , and 

when be went abroad, he was attended upon by his Seryanrs, H# powpors 

and Gentlemen of his Court ; next unto him there went two #7-#" 444 at- 

young men on Horſe-back magnificently clad; he that went _ 

on the right hand bare the Crown and the Bible, the orher on 

the left hand bare 2 naked Sword, che Pommel whereof was 

of pure Gold, and richly adorned with precious Stones : the 

King had his Chain of Gold about his neck, and he was all glic- 

tering with Gold and precious Stones : he bare in his hand a 

Globe of Gold. His waiting-Gemlemen were twenty eight, 

clad like Courtiers, with garments of mixed colour of green 

and blew, to ſignike his Heavenly and Earchly Power. Upon 

the Kings Girdle was written, The power of God « my ſtrength : 

thus was the Name of God prophaned and blaſphemed, to 

cloak this _ ray infamy. Furthermore, tus Title was, 

The King of the New 7 crnſalem, King of Righteonfneſ;,through- 

ont all h World, The pomp of his Sie Wie (os he 

many together) was equal to his own : his Servants were clad 

in green, and bordered with a brown colour , and 1 

their ſleeve there was a World with a lxtle Croſs about ir, and 

two Swords thwarted a-crofs, He had his Throne ſer up aloft, 

whereunto he aſcended by three ſteps, and all was befer with 

Gold and Jewels. The Law-ſuits which ordinarily came before 

him, were for the moſt part about Women and Divorces, inſo- 

much as ſome who had lived almoſt all their life long together, 

now ſeparated one from another, Jt came to i one day, 

that when the people were in the — cloſe crouding, 

and in a throng to hear, that X »ipp:raoling leaped on their 

heads, and ſcrambling with his hands and feet being now above 

them, he breathed upon the men one after another into their = 

mouthes, ſaying, The Father hath ſanitified thee, receive the Knipperdo- 

Holy Ghoft, One day he fell a dancing before the King, ſay- lings 6/4/pb:my 

ing, Thus I am wont to do with my Whore, but now the Father cen, 1; 

hath commanded we to do it before the K ng : bur becauſe he did [if an whores 

it to0 long, and would not make an end, the King was angry, naſter. 

and went his way, He ſuddenly mounted into « Lg ; 
ut -- 
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but the King ſurprizing him, threw him down, and three dayes 
kept him in Priſon, 

Is there not here to be ſeen a wonderfull rage and mad- 
neſs? Who could have believed that any bearing humane ſhape, 
ſhould have been left to commic things ſo fooliſh, abſurd, vil- 
lanous and execrable ? but it cannot be otherwiſe wich ſuch as 
violate, trample upon, and reje& the Word of God , they are 
by Divine judgement ſmitten, ſoas to be an example to the 
Elet, But lec us behold their goodly glorious King, now 
mounted with more then Royal Pomp: where is the ſpirit of 
theſe Anabaptiſts, who were ſo ready to reprove and reje&t 
others? Ar firſt they cried out againſt all; it they ſaw any 
Matron wear (ilk, or any man of faſhion to wear a gold Ring, 
they cried down all ; bur now their glorious King Taylor omir- 
reth nothing, that may ſer forth his Pomp and State, In che 
beginning they would not bear to hear, - ts any honeſt man 
ſhould be a Bailiff, or Governour of a Village ; but ſoon the 

. wind is changed, and now by command from the Father, their 
King is not King of a Village, but of the whole World, for 
ſo he cauſed himſelf to be ſtyled. During this Siege; the Pro- 
phetrs of A=nſter publiſhed a Book, which they inticuled, The 
Riftitution , wherein they maintained Xſnntzers damnable Do- 
Qrine, and an infinite of Errours. 

Afterwards in the Moneth of A»gsſ!, on the day which is 
called $. Barth:lomews, the new Prophet called 7ohn T wiſcoſcar 
ſounded the Trumpet through the ſtreets, and cried our, that 
All ſrould meet in Arms abent the Way to the great Church , for 
they muſt give a repulſe to the Enemics of the City : being thi- 
ther come, they finde a Supper ready, which che King had pro- 
vided ; and by command the people did fic down, to the num- 
ber of four thouſand : the King, Queen, and Courtiers wait- 
ed at the Table. Supper almoſt being finiſhed, che King gave 

Becols mock» unleavened bread to all, ſaying, Take, eat, declare the death of 

Lords S19p.7. the Loyd : then the Queen preſented the Cup, ſaying, Drink, 
declare the death of the Lord, Behold the brave Supper of theſe 


Anabaptiſts, which was rather a voluptuous Banquet, the _ 
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of Devils, then the Table of our Lord Jeſus Clirit, Now 

when the Supper was ended, the new Prophet pat him up into 

the ry and asked them wherher they would obey the Word _ . 

of God? they all ſaid, Yes : he told them then that the Yager ay " 
mand of the Father was, that chey* muſt ſend Twenty eight 5,7; maſt 
Teachers of the Word, Then he named them in order, de j, /ent farth. 
claring the place whicher each ſhould go : Six were ſent to 

Oſemberg, 1 many tO #arrendort ,, eight to Suſar, and as many 

to Corsficld, 

TheKing and the Queen wich thoſe that ſerved ar the Ta- The Kjig ard 

ble, ſupped afterwards, and thoſe which were appointed to be —— * 
ſent forth. As they were at Supper, the King roſe up, and ſaid, ,,,,,;... 
T hat he had received a Commiſſion from the Father : whereas 
upon an adventure there was a Souldier which had been taken, 
the King accuſed him that he was a Traitor as 7«das, and with 
his own hands cur off his head. This being done, he returned 
ro fit down at Table, and by way of merriment recited what 
he had done. After Supper within night, they cauſed the 
twenty eight above-mentioned, to depart out oÞ the City ; 
and over and above their expences, they gave to every one of 
them certain pieces of Gold, to leave in ſuch places where their 
Doctrine ſhould not be received, in witneſs of their perdicion, 
and eternal damnation, for their refuſal of the peace and do- 
Qrine of Salvation, : 

And when they were arrived at the places aſſigned unto 
them, they began to run through the City with horrible cries, 
crying, Repent, repent, otherwiſe ye Will ſuddenly periſh : then 
they caſt their garments upon the ground, and threw their 
pieces of Gold. which were given unto them upon their gar- 
ments, aſſuring them that . were ſent by the Farher, ro 
bring peace unto them if they would receive it : _ com- 
manded then to put all their goods in common, if they did 
refuſe ir, by this tign, and as by a mark, they did bear witneſs 
againſt their ingratitude, and evil deeds : for behold the cime 
now is come, which was foretold by the Prophers, wherein 


the Lord God would, that Righteouſneſs ſhould reign —_ 
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M1 rhe earth ; and afrer chac che King ſhall have: diſcharged hs 
traſt, and ſhall have fo done; char Righrewnfneſs ſhall reign 
every where, Then 'Chriſt ſhall deliver up che Kingdome co 
rlix Farher, AN. 2p 
theſe worts they. were apprehended, und 1nthe be- 
wnnnptairly dematrided, "then 'byi the Rackexamined'of rheit 
faith, Ute, 2nd Ammmnitionefiche'Ciry, They anſwered, char 
they alone had the'tfue Dottcine, which dey would unto the 
death maintain : for ſince the Apoſtles time the Gofpel was 
not truly preached; and that there was no righteouſneſs , that 
there were four Prophets, two of which were- true, namely, 
David George , and John Breold of Leyden , rwo were falſe, 
namely, the Pope, and Zather worſe then the Pope. Being 
asked why they drave the honeſt people out of the City, a- 
gainſt their faich and promiſe, and detained their Goods, Wives 
and Children, and by what Text of Scripture they could war- 
rant that unrighteouſneſs ?. They anſwered, That the time was 
now come, wherein the Word of Chriſt ſhould be fulfilled, 
that the meAF ſhould poſſeſs the earth ,, and that God in this man- 
ner gavethe goods of the Egyptians unto the Iſraclites : Af- 
ter, they declared their Ammunition and ViRuals that was in 
the City, with their Garriſon, ſome of whom had above five 
Wives, Moreover, that they looked for Souldiers from Friſc- 
land and Holland, who being arrived, the King would take the 
Field with all his Army, to reduce the whole World under his 
power and ſubjeRion, after he had ſlain their Kings which did 
not righteouſneſs. After they were queſtioned, and (till per- 
liſted in their opinions, they were all beheaded, except one 
who eſcaped. 

At the ſame time there aroſe another Prophet, called Henry 
Hilvers,a wicked man, ſubtil and wary , he camero declare un- 
ro the King and therpeople, that the heavenly Father had re- 
vealed unto him, that : wok rich Cities with all their goods 
ſhould be given unto them by God, namely, Amſterdam, De- 
venter, nd weſel. The King hearing this, ſet himſelf to con- 


ſult with his Council, by what means they might bring ou 
eAree 
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three Cities unto Anabaptiſm , andto this effeR they ſent cer- 
cain men unto theſe placos, In the, firſt place he ſent James 
C ampenſe to Amfterdim, and commanded him to be Prince in 
- that City, and ordered him Jobn Matthews of Miadlcburg © 
be his conſort : they went into Holland, and hid themſelves at 
2a Searies houſe, and there with. their miſchievous doctrine 
they impoyſoned many, re-baprized their diſciples, and ſecretly 
by night held Conventicles and Meetings , yea,.alſo they ſcat- 
tered their poyſon in the neighbouring Cities : for in the City 
of LZey4ex, inthe moneth of Z/axxary, in the year following, 
1535, many were put to death for Anabaptiſm, and for their 
ſedicious counſels and enterpriſes, Moreover, in the end ot 
the year 1534 the King ſent into Friſclexd, John Gelen, a (ubril 
man, and well yers'd in arms, he having formerly had charge 
inthe Army, the King gave him good ſtore of gold out of the 
ſpoil of the Churches, and gave him in charge to raiſe an Army 
in Friſe, and ated ſo by certain men that aſliſted him, that on 
the 30 of March 1535, he muſtered up and raiſed an Army, 
androok a Monaſtery, and drave out the Friers, and there 
quartered his Camp, until his Army ſhould augment and be 
compleated. George Schenck who was then Governour of Friſe, 
ſpeedily aſſaulted them as ſeditious perſons : they valliantly de- 
fended themſelves, but he gained the ViRory and defeated 
them ; but not without great loſs : they were all cut off ex- 
cept ſixty, who were brought to Leanard, and after were pun- 
ſhed according to their deſerts. Their Captain John Geler 
eſcaped and fled to Amſterdam, to be the author of ſome fur- 
ther ſedition , where he found many Anabaptiſts, whom Zames 
Campenſe had ſeduced , he ——_—_ chem great matters, high- 
ly exalting the glory and liberty at Afaunfter , magniticently 
FRun_ che new raign of righteouſneſs upon earth. For 
y this time the renown of Afunſter was ſpread, which anima- 
ted the courage of many , ſeeing ſo great an Army had be- 
ſieged them, yea, and had ſtormed them often, with the loſs of 
many ; and that they ſaw the Anabapriſts to perſiſt in their 
purpoſe: inany who were deſirous to be freed from their debts, 
D 2 and 
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and to triumph, did greatly deſire to enjoy the liber- 
ty of Mxnſfter, Henry Geſbell a Citizen of Amſterdam, 2 
itour man, and of renown for Souldiery, was gained by the A- 
nabaprtiſts, and was very familiar with 7ohs Gelen , who being: 
drawn to their- party by large promiſes, much was wrought b 
him : for in the concluſion 600 Anabaptiſts met together, wit 
whom they intended and attempred to take Amſterdam, to fer 
up their new raign, as they kad done at Afanfer : for upon 
the 10. of Aay, the firſt andthe chiefeſt of aſſembled 
in the houſe of Peter Gale, where after conſulcation they came 
forth into the ſtreet, for that day the Citizens were merry, 
and had according toa cuſtom among them been at a Game. 

About 10 a clock, the Anabaptiſts rarrtogerher in the ſtreets, 


| abouttheCroſs, which was a publick place, crying out, ' Amend 


your lives, &c, whoſoever will this night be rich and happy, let 
him march along with us: and as the number of their people 
encreaſed more and more, they ſlew part of them who had 
charge of the watch, and the other part they took priſoners. 
Now the Citizens bled chemſelves, and aſſaulted the Ana- 
baptiſts , but they carried the matter ſoill, as chat cheir Con- 
ſul was (lain, and the reſt put to flight , bur then they reinfor- 
ced their ſtrength; and gave barrel unto-the Anabaptiſts, who 
were then defeated, though with much blood which then was 
ſhed, among whom John Gelen, and Henry Gesbr! were flain, 
Zames C ampenſe was taken, and executed bythe hand of 
Juſtice, Afterwards in many parts of thoſe places of Holland, 
the Anabaptiſts raiſed tumulcs and ſeditions , not without loſs 
and great _ unto ſeveral honeſt people; for they could 
not keep themſelves quiet : for whet>they were defeated in one 
part, they began in another , making in ſecret many diſciples, 
who waited for the reſtering of the Kingdom unto //ruel. 
There was a certain man in the Town of Zeyden, who being 
forced unto it by torments, confeſſed that the King: of the A- 
nabaptiſts dwelt in Urrichr , but that he was not yet crowned, 
but only deſigned to be Prince inthe Kingdom ot Iſrael : this 
priſoner was not only found poſſeſſed of veſſels of filver =- 
£010, 
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gold, which by evil practiſe he had ſtoln, but alſo guilty of 
everal crimes, for which he was executed : there is no doubr, 
- but that by this King they did intend David George. - 

In the mean while, although at Mnfter their King and Pro- 
phers had made unto the poor people moſt great and magnii- 
cent promiſes , yet now every day they were oppreſled with 
great necelliry, and chiefly through Famine, infomuch as many 
were ſtarved, and died for want of bread. : 

The Inhabicants ſecretly reſolved to apprehend the King,and 
ro deliver him up unto the Biſhop, and by this means to pur- 
chaſe their peace: the King making doubt hereof, and nor 
erulting co himſelf, he choſe twelve men, whom he judged 
would be moſt faichful unto him, and appointed them to be 
Captains of each Quarter of the Ciry, that he might be in the 
beter reſt and aſſurance; afterwards he promiſed the people, 
that by Eafter they ſhould be freed and delivered from this 
liege, and all their poverty : for he boped that the Legates 
which be had ſent into Friſe and Hohand, and other Regions, 
having raiſed Souldiers, would make ſome ſtirs; and that by 
this means the ſiege would be raiſed before Aſnnſter : bur. he 
was deceived by hs vain hopes, as we have heard ( for there 
was 2 goodly diſpatch of his Legates : ) He promiſed. great 
matters to the Captains which he had choſen ; how when the 
Camp ſhauld be raiſed before the Ciry, he would make them 
great Lords and Princes ; and particularly he gave unto fobn 
Dent: the Empire of Saxon : whereby appeared the bruiciſh- 
neſs and Diabolical rage of this pleaſant and goodly King Tay- 
lor, to promiſe to give that which was none of his own, and to 
take it away from him, ro whom God had given it, 

In the Moneth of February, the famine was ſo great, that 
many died through hunger and want. One of the Queens ( for 
there were many ) called E/iſ«, out of pity to the People, oc- 
caſionally ſaid, That ſhe did not believe that it was plealing un- 
£0 God, that the people ſhould thus periſh —_ famine : 
The King, who had ſtore of good proviſion in his houfe, not 

only for neceſſity, buc alſo to make good cheer , withal know- 
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ing this, brought her into the Market place with all the other 
Queens, and commanded them all to fall down upon their knees 
about her ;»and unſheathing his ſword he ſtruck off her: head 
irom off her ſhoulders : and not being contented herewith, he 
reproached her as a bawd : the other waves fell a iinging after 
this goodly deed, Glory be wnto God in the bigkeſt , and gave 
thanks unto the heavenly Father : and then they fell a dan- 
cing ; the King led the Galliard, and exhorted che _ people 
to leap, dance, and to rejoyce alſo, who had nought left but a 
little breadand ſalr. 

When Exftcy was come, and that there appeared no ſign of 
deliverance, the people were, and that not without cauſe, much 
r” : The King who all along fed them with fair promiſes, 
ell ſick, and continued ſo ſix dayes together, that he might 
cover himſelf with ſome excuſe : after thoſe ſix dayes, he came 
into the Market place, and there ſhewing himſelf, he cold the 
people, that he had promiſed them deliverance : but it muſt 
ſpiritually be underſtood, and behold this was the deliverance , 
he ſaid, That he had rode the blinde Aſs, and that the Father 
had laid upon him the fins of the multitude; and that he had 
born them, and taken them away : and that now they were de- 
livered from all their firis; which was the deliverance that he 
had promiſed unto them. Thus muſt the poor and miſerable 
people content themſelves, to hear this execrable blaſphemy. 
The blind Aſs of this Gallant, whereupon this devilliſh and 
deſperate man rode, was the poor people, that endured and di4 
bear the enormities of ſuch a villain, whom they adored, 

Jf we ſhould reckon up the miſeries, calamities, and other 
evils which thoſe of the City endured, it were a miſerable thing 
to hear : divers who would not bear the famine, fled to the ene- 
my ; not ſo much looking for mercy, as that their pain might 
be expired by death : many crawled upon their bellies in the 
ſtreets, and others dyed in the wayes : it was an horrible thing 
ro ſee many walkirſp quite ſtripped of fleſh, nothing lefe but 
Skin upon the bones. | Their ears, lips, cheeks, and noſes were 
{» ſhrunk vp,as one might almoſt ſee day-light through _— 

through 
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through n piece of Paper. Through feebleneſs, they could 
not carry their bodies : ſome went to the enemy diſarmed, 
trailing « ſtaff in rheir hands : whiles proviſion laſted, none 


talked of porng tothe enemy ; bur now when this was ſpent, ' 


then began their deſolation and diſcontent ; yer they helpc 
themſelves as long as they could : They ſowed in the 
ſides of rhe walls, and in all waſte places, rapes, peaſe, 
and ſuch ſeeds, and with this they made ſhift ro paſs the Sum- 
mer : But when this crop was ſpent, then ic was as Veniſon to 
them to feed on dogs, rats and mice; and when the City was 
taken, there were but two horſes left alive : many were ſo preſ- 
fed with hanger, as that they did eat the fleſh of dead carcaſſes, 
Finally, they boiled ſhoes, old leather, and Kkins, and beat them 
rogether, and pur them into a px and mingled all ſorts of mat- 
ter together, which they could finde : this was inſtead of bread, 
and yer this villain and wicked cheater deceived them, _— 
them, God tried them, to ſee whether they would be faichfu 
and conſtant , and that certainly the Father would deliver.them 
in a ſhort time. Now they that would depart out of the City, 
to be delivered from theſe miſchiefs, were to preſent themſelves 
before the King : and there this Robber took from them all 
that they had ; and when they were ranſacked, he ſaid, Now 
get yon gone to the Hereticks, 

The King had yet proviſion-of Victuals in his Palace, for a- 
bout two Moneths , bur it was only for his Courtiers, They 
conſulted how they might vicual the City. Then there ſtood 
forth one named Rp V ander Lang ke-ftrate, he was one of 
the Kings Secretaries, and one in whom he confided much : he 
undertook to re-yictual the City, and to bring in three hundred 
Souldiers to their aſtiſtance, and all in fifteen dayes. He de 
parted our of the City, and under this pretence went unto the 
enemy ; and for a certain ſum of money ſold the City unto the 
Biſhop, offering to loſe his life if he did not accompliſh it : the 
time for this Plot to be put in execution, was the even of S. ohne 
day, arten a clock in the night, and that he would open the 
Gate unto them, provided they came without noiſe, to the Gate 

of 
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of the Croſs, Then this Purveyour returned unto the City, 
and comforted the King, telling him, That he had well ordered 
his buſineſs; and that Ghia Seen dayes they ſhould have a 
recruit of Vietuals and Souldiers. When the day was come, he 
told the Wateh, Thac chis night their aid and vituals ſhould 
come, and therefore when they ſaw them approach, chat they 
ſhould take heed that they made no noiſe, but be very quier, 
At the very time appointed, at ten a clock in the night, the Gate 
was opened, and the enemy entred. They kill'd rhe Sentinels 
and the Corps du Gard, having got the Word. __ thus entred 
into the City, the Trumpers ſound an Alarm ; ſuddenly the 
King and his men put themſelves into a poſture to fight, and to 
repulſe the enemy back again to the Gate, which was now ſhut 
_ of the Citizens, The enemies without broke up the 

tes, for they heard how they charged upon thar neva 
within : and being now entred in, they diſplay their Colours 
Thoſe of the City abode the brunt a little at firſt, and were 
drawn up in the Marker place : the Battel was very great, The . 
King, K nipperdeling and Crechting,. were taken : then Rotman 
ſceing no hope to efcapeJthruſt himſelf into the middle of che 


| Enemies, and there was run through, becauſe he feared to be 


taken alive, Bur when the Anabaptiſts heard that their King 
was taken, their courage failed them, and they hid themſelves 
here and there jn Cellars, holes and Shop-bulks ; yea, if ic had 
been poſſible, would have ran into mouſe-holes. They were 
ten dayes in pillaging the City, and they found in the Kings Pa- 
lace proviſion for 200 men for two Moneths : whereas the poor 
people were for a long time ſtarved, This was called, 7's have 
things in common ;,, when as ſome had to eat, and others were 
ſtarved. This was like Ananias and Sapphira's dealing before 
the Apoſtle Peter. 

Thus was the City of Munſter taken, the 25 of Fane 1535, 
The King was three days after, by a guard of Souldiers broughe 
to a Caſtle three leagues from the City, called Du/me. As ſoon 
as the Biſhop perceived the King, he cried our, Oh thou wretch | 
how haſt thou brought ſpoil and waſte to me, and to my p_ 

0 | | people! 


of the Anabaptiſts. 29 
pouger! The King readily and proudly anſwered, lifting up 
imſelf, and deſpiling the Biſhop, ſaid, Prieſt, we have wit daw- 

unified thee one mite, but ve have delivered a ftrong City into thine 
hands, which is able to ſtand ont againſt all firength: yet if we - 
bave done thee damage, if thow wilt hearken unto us, We will make 
wake thee rich, The Biſhop hearing that, could not forbear 
laughing, and asked him, how he would do it ? The King an- 
ſwered him, Get Buckets made of Iron, and cover them over with 
Leather, and put me in one of them, and cauſe me to be carried 
through the Congtry, and let no man ſee me, but he that ſhall give 
thee a peny ;, and by this means, thou ſoalt receive more money then 
thou haft ſpert in the War. . 

The better and moſt holy Anabaptiſts hung about their necks- 
the mark and enſign of their King engraven in Braſs, marked 
wich theſe three letters, D. #. E. which in their language 
ſignified, The Word was made Fleſs. The King had for his Title, 
1 John by the grace of God, and by vertxe of the new K ingdome to 
come in the Temple of God, Miniſter of Righteonſneſr, &c. 

Thus the King with his two Companions were carried Pri 
ſoners hereand there unto the Princes, by which means the 
Miniſters of the Zantgreve had opportunity to confer with the 
King, and to diſpute with him abont the principal Points, viz. 
The Kingdome of Chriſt, The Magiſtrate, Baptiſm, The Incar- 
nation of our Lord, The Lords —_—_ Marriage: and by | 
teſtimonies of Scripture unto them, fo ated, as though in all 
things they changed not : notwichſtanding all the oppoſitions : | 
they made to defend their opinions, yt they yielded ſomewhar ; | 
which the King did (as ſome thought) in hope to ſave his life : 
for at the ſecond time of their return, he promiſed them, if 
they would.grant him his liberty, to ſilence the . Anabapriſts, , 
which were in great numbers in Holland, Brabant, England, 
and Friſcland, and to bring them in ſubjeRion to the Magi- 
ſtrate, 

The 20 of fas, 1536, the King and his two Companions 
were brought back ro Munſter, and pur in ſeveral Priſons, the 
ewo next dayes were ſpent in = Remonſtrances, to —_ 
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therh from cheir errours, — his ſin, and 
tmd recourſe co-Chriſt by _ rwo acknowledged 
wor their fanks, bur our. - po King was 

where were 


we = Ag 13 7 wy. and tied to a 

two executiogers with hoc burning tongs : he indured the 
theee firſt s of the tongs, withour ſpeaking word , 
afterward he not ro call the mercy of Lord. 
Thus for a whole bour and mere, was he torn and difſmembred, 
and to diſpatch him out of the worid, he was run through with 
a ſword: his rwo Companions had the like end, Their bodies 
were pur inco iron Cages, and hyog upon S. Lemberts Tower, 
ep Let none think-we recite ſtories of 
which are not to be believed, by there- 
unoof exon vm wy _=_ 

were es e 

den oem |mer +, my I ſpeak this, that none 
gh be hadred rom pen profic by this Hiſtory, which is 


pant Gel, t to light for the i ru&ion of 
- he upon the 3 of Febraary, in the City of 
rat - Yun of the Solbove, inthe houſe of ace 
[cir moi Tea calet hadeyrits, among whom 
men ve women, am 
there was one called T headeve Sartor, who was A 
he lay firerched owe wk the ground, for ſome ſpace of 
tgp tn dr nd ices? who in the end #- 
me, being made with great graviry,or rather 
rifie, ſaid, That he had ſeen "od in his Maje- 
ty, that he had a viſion of all things in heaven and in 


. and that the cx e7 Jatgment Was. nOW COME : 
Ro apr act fo much 
" a3 t& cover his ul pares wi L Miverems che reſt 


IE IELI ERNST nan I 

rence, for ſaid he, The children of God muſt ffrip theneſebors, and 
my Wha forver is made, and born of the earth, inaſmuch av . * 
Oh extemcs ib whe angpat op fs am hg: 


ore, 
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therefore, to ſhew themſelves veritable and true, onght to unclothe 
themſelves, The poor people hearing this, put off their clothes , 
and being no wayes aſhamed, became quite naked. Theodore 

&d them all to imirate him : he leapt out of doors in- 
to the publick quite naked, as alſo did the reſt of the men and 
women, who tollowed him, crying after an horrible manner, 
Jo, Wo, wo, Divine vengeance, Divine vengeance, Oc. and in 
this manner ran furiouſly through che City, kike mad peo- 
ple, crying out ſo hideouſly as never was known. 

Thenthe Citizens ran to take arms (for they knew not whe- 
ther the City were ſurprized by enemies, or what would be- 
come of this ſtir,) any, e mpudent uu= m_— _ 
being quite naked, and being queſtioned upon ' 
we beaten = "wenn the #0 of them 
cried out, Preiſe the Lord for evermore : another ſaid, Lord, 
avenge the blood of thine: the third, Open your eyes, Oc. the 
fourrh ſaid, w/o, wo, Afterwards the women were brought to 
puniſhment : when they were taken, _—— them por” 
ments, bur they rejeRed them, ſaying, The the truth to 
be naked. What men ever heard of ſuch CR ye 
In the ancient ſtories we reade of Adewites, who allo wene na- 
ked ; bur it was only among themſelves, and ar their Feſtival 
dayes : but theſe far ſurpaſs them, 

When fden ſaw himicif naked, he ſought for covering; and 
finding nothing more fic then leaves, he made uſe of of 
a Figrree : bur theſe, when as garments were tendred unte 
them, they refuſed them, and like dogs ran without ſhame. 
Behold what befalleth choſe that leave the word of God, to 
cleave umto dreams and Satanical illuſions | bue bebald their 
madneſs, in that they dare attribute ſo much villany uato the 
ho irit of God, and to make him the author . of their na- 

: they ought to have in remembrance, with what gr a- 
vity the Apoſtle Pax commandeth women to have their þ 
coveredin the Church : what would he have ſaid if he h 
ſcen or known womento run without ſhame _ 
es 40mm anc FW eves in 
2 . 
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cent babir, with ſhamefac'dneſs and modeſty ? = 
The things which were done by theſe” Anabaptiſts in the 
Towns of St. Gall in Switzerland, are not lefs hideous nor hor- 
rible then theſe, whereof we have already heard, For in the 
' year 1526, two brethren which came out of the ſame womb, 
Thomas and Leonard Schitker, inhabiting neer unto the town 
called 2alleg , the 7. of F , by night there aſſembled a 
great number of Anabaptiſts in their Fathers houſe, who ſpent 
all the night in preaching and doing marvelous deeds, and re- 
ceiving of viſions : at Sun-riſing, upon the 8 of Febraary, T be- 
mas took his brother Leonard, and fer him in the midſt of his 
kindred, and of all the company, commanding him to fall down 
upon his knees : now as the reft admoni him, to do no un+ 
beſceming thing unto his Brother, he. anſwered them, That 
BN nw + not to fear, for he ſhould do nothing there, but the 
will of the Father : inthe mean while unſheathing a Sword he 
cut off his brothers head, who was upon his knees before them 
all, Asall-the company were ſmitten with great fear, and 
made great and lamentable complaints, Themas who had com- 
mitted this Murther, ſuddenly fiyeth out. of the Town, uſing 
horrible behaviours, as the cuſtom of the Anabaptiſts is to do. 
This Enthuſiaſt at that time came before the Conſul in the 
town of St. Gall. Mr. Fronts Vadien, an excellent man and re- 
nowned for piety and learning, being preſent, this' Anabapult 
cryed out fearfully before him, The day of the Lord ir at hand, 
the day of the Lord cometh : he added further, that at the break 
of day, there had been ſome great thing done, ( but that he 
concealed the matter ) and that the will of the Father was ac- 
compliſhed, and that it had been ſteeped in Gal! and Vinegar : 
the Conſul reproved him, and chid him ſharply, becauſe of his 
fury andimmoderate cryes, commanding him to cloath him- 
ſelf,and ro return to his houſe, and to behave himfelf peaceably. 
his wilanous murther was divulged, and he was ap- 

chended and diligently examined by torture , and afterwards 
his villanous fact, by the hand of the Magiſtrate executed 
an put to death, - This poor Anabapuſt had forgot the No. 


&Rrine 


— ——_— 
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Rrine of the Apoſtle, 1 Foh.3.12, &c. but God by his righte- 
ous judgement and providence, ſuffered ſuch villanous and exc- 
crable deeds to be committed by theſe perſons, that theſe wayes 
may be abominated. 


There was found at Appaſel in the Country of Switzerland, 4 (h:e Meſſeah, . 


a woman, a ſiſter of this Se, who taught and perſwaded many 
of ber brethren, that ſhe was Chriſt the Meſſiah of women, 
and choſe twelve Apoſtles. 

That befallerh theſe perſons, which is common to ſuch as 
once ſtray, and turn aſide from the right path, and the good 
old - A by how much further they are off and diſtant from 
the right path, and the more progreſs they make, ſo much 
the farther do they wander from the right way : after that they 
had built the Tower of Babel, God ſo confounded their lan- 

wage, that they underſtood not one another ; and they are 
vided among themſelves, yea, they have damned and excom- 
municated one another, and made divers Churches apart, with- 


" out familiarity or communion together, Bur not to weary the 


Reader with ſuch diverſity, ] ſhall only name fifteen. 
' 1, In the firſt place, there is Thomas Anntzer with his - 
rout, 
2, There are the Apoſtolical ones, as they call themſelves. - 
3. The Spiritual ones, and ſeparated from the world. | 
4. The holy and finleſs ones : theſe are the Prefettiſts, 
5. The Silentiaries. | 
6, The Praying ones, and wholly truſting in God, 
7. The Enthuſiaſts. 
8, The great free Libertines. 
9.. The Brethren Hutcikes, 


- ® 10 The Auguſtivians. 


11, TheGlorians, and Triumphant Anabaptiſts of Afwefeer. 
12. Thoſe of Aelchior Hoſfmav, 
13. The Mcherlanders. 
14. The Mennonites, the'diſciples of Menno Simons. 
Fe. j The Franniques, which alſo within theſe few dayes are 
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Let us now come to behold fome of their ſtrange opinions; 
for that werea work never to be done, to defcride them all. 
We ſhall begin wich 7 homes Awntzrr, of whom mention was 
made in the beginning of the Hiſtory. 

Firſtly, He wroteand taught publickly, that the Miniſters 
and Preachers of the Goſpel, were not ſent of God : and that 
= preached not the true word of God, but were Scribes 

nd Phariſees, preaching only the dead Letter of the Scri- 
prure, | 

Moreover, he ſaid, T hat the writing of the Old Teſtament, 
and the preaching of the eternal word, was not the word of 
God, but was only the teſtimony thereof : and that we mult 
fearch for the word in the internal part, 5. e. in our hearts, 
where God hath pur ir, that we need not go far to ſeck ir from 
without us : The Scribe-Miniſters faich fie) think that faith 
comerh by the Scriptures and preaching, buc they are very far 
off: for all the Scriptures lead us hither, that we muſt be 
taught and learned of God, Jeh.6. 45. 1/4i.54.13. fer 31.34- 

It was very needful for theſe Anabaprifts, to begin here to 
ſer up their Se and FaRtion : they muſt ſay and planly affirm, 
that the Miniſters are not ſent of God, - bn they might the 
more withdraw the poor _ from them. The Reaſons 
which move them ſo to _ as they pretend, are Paxls 
writing to Timothy, where he ſaith, Be an Exemple,&c. where- 
by the Apoſtle ſhewerth it is needful for the Miniſter to _ 
his calling by purity of life, otherwiſe it will be vain and falſe, 
alſo the Biſhop muſt be unblameable, Our new Mennoniſts 
and Franniques are of the ſame opinion, But in the mean 
while, who ſeeth not that they endeavour above all things, tg 
ſet up their own works and righteouſneſſes, and Phariſee like 
to judge & condemn all ſuch as do not as many works as they ? 


- It is many times _ Harlots will boaſt themſelves more of 


their chaſtity then honeſt Matrons : fo it was with the falſe A- 
poſtles at Corineh, that they might bring the true Apoſtles of 
Chriſt into diſrepure , they ſo boaſted of their own vertue and 


lowlineſs, as if the true Apoſtles were in no wiſe to de compe: 
. ; re 
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red with them. But the Apoſlle is in no wiſe aſtoniſhed at 
their vain and fooliſh braggings , yea, he plainly derided them, 
faying, Wt dare net make onr: of he namber, nor compare our ſelves 
with ſome who commend themſelves : but they meaſuring themſelves 
by themſelves, and comparing themſelves with nw are not 
wiſe: as if the Apoſtle ſhould have ſaid, they ſo pleaſe .chem- 
ſelves in themſelves, that they think and eſteem, that there are 
none in the World equal or to be compared with themſelves : 
they conſider not the gifts wherewith others are endued, bur 
—— ſo wo ys and their own fair deeds, 
as are perſwaded, t are the only ones, and the 
None-ſuch in the world. In the mean while, hy Apolſlle lively 
opbraiderh chem, pg falſe Apoltles are deceitful wor k- 
ers, diſguiſing themſelves into Apoſtles of Chriſt, and no 
marvel, ſaith he, for Satan cransformeth himſelf into an Angel 
of light; ir is no great matter then, if his Miniſters crans- 
form themſelves into the Miniſters of righteouſneſs : whoſe 
end ſhall be according to their works, Moreover, who know- 
eth not well, that rine far ſurpaſſeth works? ſo as if the 
DoRtrine be not ſound, pure, and crue; the works, how boly 
and fair ſoever m_—_ be, will never prove the calling of a 
falſe Propher, that he is ſent from God. 

If it were lawful for us to boaſt, it ſhould not be in our ſan- 
Airy, perfeRtion, and mortification, as they do, bur onely in 
the pure mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt : if ſo be char 
gravity and honeſty of life, were the crue ſign of the vocation 
to We Miniſtry, it would follow, that all honeſt and good peo- 
ple ſhould be Miniſters of the Church, bur thar is well known 
to be falſe, 1 Cor.7.10. nor can it be, for rhereis a command 
for every one to walk in the calling Wherrin be 1x called, 1 Cor 1.2. 
29, Heasketh alſo, Are all Apoſtles ? are all Prophets ? ave all 
Teachers? Every Chriſtian or ought to reade,' and dif- 
courſe of Scripture, it follo not therefore that all Chri- 
ſtians are Preachers and Miniſters of the Churches, but onely 
thoſe which are lawfully called ; nor doth the calling ceaſe for 
any failing chat may be found in the life of the (which is 
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not ſpoken to give occaſion to make Miniſters negligent , (God 
forbid : ) but the exbortation of the Apoſtle Paw/, is alwayes 
neceſſary to the Miniſters) no more then Peter ceaſed to be a 
crue and lawful Apoſtle, when he ſo groſly failed, Gal.2. 11,12, 
Itis well known our Miniſters are called to Office by the voice 
and common conſent of all the Church ; and that atter faſtin 

and calling upon the Name of God, according to Apoſtolica 
inſtitution, and are confirmed in their Office by impoſition of 
hands : what reaſon is there for theſe SeRaries to ſay, That 
their Miniſters are called of God, but ours onely by the world 
and men? if their Miniſters have a ſpecial calling as the Apo- 
ſtles had, ler them prove it by ſigns, miracles, _ of tongues, 
and Apoſtolical Doctrine, as they did: The Church hath no 
need of your Miniſters; for the Do&rine of Repentance, A- 
mendment of life, and of Remiſſion of ſins in the Name of 
Chriſt, is abundantly declared in the Churchof Chriſt : ro teach 
the ſame thing is ſuperfluous, if you teach any other Do- 
—_ then you and your Dodtrine is accurſed, and not to be 


I ſhall ſay no other thing, then what the Apoſtle Pax! before 
to the like glorious Miniſters as theirs be, G/.1, 18, If 
their ſpirit be ſo tult of knowledge 'and light, ſo as they cannot 
contain themſelves from ng without calling ; why do 
they not preach where the Goſpel was never yer declared ? 
infinuate themſelves into ſuch places, where the Goſpel hat 
been preached co the people, with great labour and hazard of 
life unto the poor Miniſters.It is a marvel, how they will vonch- 
ſafe ro enjoy, and partake of the labours of thoſe Miniſters, 
whom they ſo much hate : they ſecretly by fraud and deceit ſe- 
and diſturb in ſuch places the. poor ſheep of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which ought nor to be withdrawn from their true Paſtors. I 
pray all the Flock of Chriſt, - not to give heed to ſuch ſtrangers, 
rather-hearken to the voice of the Apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. 5. 12, 
13. Heb;13.17. 
Theſe Setaries do defame and reproach the Miniſters , and 
ſpeak all evil of them ; but ir is becauſe they touch them at = 
” quuc : 
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uick ; becauſe they cry out upon theſe Wolves, and pluck the 
by Po 
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ins from off their backs, that none might be ſurprized 
fair —_—_ Seeing the Goſpel-Miniſters are ſtyled 
Salt of the earth, none muſt think ſtrange that the Salt bireth 
and pricketh, and maketh it ſelf co be Salt : the Salt birerh not | 
where there is no wound, bur it is felt where there is a raw | 
place. Ir will appear then, that they have loſt their ſpiritual 
fenſes, who ſay, That owr Afinifters are not called of God : God 
hach = ſingular honour upon the Miniſters , yea,what greater 
could he pur upon them, then by ſaying, He that. heareth you, 
heareth me , and he that rejelteth you, rejefteth me? the Lord nor 
only by words , hath renmantel the Miniſters unto the 
Church , but alſo by example, hath ſhewn what honour and 
reverence all ought ro have them in. The holy Ghoſt could 
have taught the Echiopian Eunuch without the Miniſtry of man, 4&8. 
bur he would maintain this order, 

So Cornelis, God could have taught him by the Angel, but 4#s tos. 
heis bid eo ſend for Peter, When our Lord called Pal, he 
could have inſtruRted him himſelf, yet he is ſent ro a mortal 
man, to receive the Docrine of Salvation , and Baptiſm : be- 
hold, a caſe which fell not out by raſhneſs, that an Angel of 
God ſhould withdraw from entring upon the Miniſtry, and 4#- 5. 
ſhould ſend him to a man, a Miniſter, to preach unto him, Who 
wich a Conſcience dare then deſpiſe the true Miniſtry, fo 
highly honoured of God, and to diſguſt men from the ſame, 
and to cauſe men to run after thoſe which were not lawful Mi- 
niſters, bur thieves, robbers, and grievous Wolves, which ſpare 
not the flock of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? | 

Let us now come to the ſecond Point : Adfwntzrr, after he 
had ſpued out his poiſon againſt the poor Miniſters of Chriſt, 
he falls upon the word of the eternal God, and there, that he 
may leave nothing intire, with open throat he ſpits our his 
blaſphemies, Itis no marvel if he fall upon the Miniſters of 
the Word, to ſpeak evil of them, ſeeing he darerh ſo outragi- 
ouſly to ſer himſelf againſt the very mouth of God : Behold 
his own words, 

F That 
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T hit tie Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament, and the ex» 
ternal preaching of the Word, i not the word of God , «ond that we 


maſt h for the word, in the internal part in the heart ,, and 


7.x. 536-4;6,8. 


that the Minifterr are much deceived, thinking that faith comearh 
reading of the Scriptares,or by hearing them preached , ſeeing all 
the Scriptare ſaith, that they ſhall be taught of God, Theſeare 
his own words. 

. We plainly confeſs, and are not fo ignorant (thanks be to 
God) and who knoweth not, that the external word, 3. e, thac 
the Letters written with ink upon paper, by the hand of the 
Writer , and thar the voice ſounding out of the mouth, is noc 


the Word of God, inaſmuch as it is written and ſpoken 
man ? yet we do notwith( __ affirm, that the of ek, 
words written, and ſpoken b mouth of the Miniſter, is 
the true and indubitable Word of God : as ix more plainly ap- 
peareth, where the Prophet Zeremiah commandeth Baruch to 
write from his mouth a'/ che words of the Lord, The words of 
RR written with inkin a Book, are called the Word of 
che Lord. 

How often do we hear in the Prophets, 7 has ſeth the Lord : 
reade theſe Scripeures : er. 25. 15. Jer. 20. 33. 1 Pet. 1.23. 
Jſa. 40.6. 1 Thef.. 2. 13. Dent.10.18. As 4.31. ARG. 2. 
ARs8. 14, 25. Afts 11.1. Afts 13. 5,7, 25. Att: 17. 13. 
A: 18. 11. Heb. 13.7. Epheſ. 1-13. We ought rather to 
give credit co ſo many evident Teſtimonies of Scripture, then 
unto ſuch Ravers, who do nothing but rave and dream. 

Atumzry careth not for that, but dareth give the Apoſtle 
Peter the lye, Now they which leave the Scriptures, finding 
out another means to come unto God, through pride, they are 
deprived of their ſenfes, They pretend nnco Revelations of 
the Spiric ; and deſpifing all reading, they mock at the ſumple- 
neſs of thoſe, which yer follow the dead and _—_—— (as 
they call x,) By what ſpirit is it, by inſpiration whereof they 
are ſo highly rapt, _—_— dare rejee all the DoQrine of 
the Scriprures, as a babiſh and childiſh thing } They fay, 7 
the Spirit of God ;, but it is plain mockery ſo to ſpeak. oe 
they - 


t needs grant us, that the Apoſtles and the faithful in 
th E Vim Church, were inſpired by the Spiric of Chrilt , 

et none of them durſt contemn the Word of God, and the 
holy Scriptures, but rather each of them had them in very 
great reverence; as we may ſee it by their writings, which 
are furniſhed with many teſtimonies from the Qld Teſtament : 
and certainly thus was it promiſed by God, through the mouth 
of the Propher, 1/a.59.21. where we ſee, that the Lord joyn- 
ed theſe ewo together, his werd and his Spirit : wherlare 
mm we ſeparate, what God hath by an inviolable bond con- 
zoyned ? 

Moreover, P«sl, who was rapt up into the third heaven, 2 (#7-:2-4- 
ms = heard things Sn for man to _ —_ 
anding, gave nor over diligent reading, nor profuing by i 
Books of the Old Teſtament Commanding 7 iwerhy to bring | 
with him the Books which he bad left at NING Tim.q-14- 
Yea, he exborts Timothy, who though he was an : K 
Teacher, and well inſtruted in the holy Scriptures, to give 
himſelf ro reading : and what praiſe doth be pur upon the Sari 
pture! 2 Tiw.3.16. I would ask theſe men, whether they have 
| received another Spirit, then our Saviour promiſed to give his 
| Diſciples ? they will not dare to vaunt of another ſpirit : now 

what Spirit our Saviour promiſed to ſend unto his Duſciples, he 
ſhew plainly, when he faith, This Spirit foall not þ+ of Feba 14.16 
himſelf, but ſoonld bring te their rewembrance What they 
* merly heard of him, It is not the Office of the holy Spirix, thac 
which Chriſt promiſed, to dream of dreams, of new and un- 
known Revelations, or to hold forth new DoQrine : but it is 
harh already ſpoken, by the Prophets nd Apoſtles, fig alſo 
y en, e Þr A z | 
that the Lord promiſeth not to ſend us another NoRrine, ſay- 
ing, Hold faſt ——— thou haſt, _ Fl > CORES. 
Gal.1. 8,9. w it appeareth, that we t ab to 
travel, as well in hearing, as in the readi "of the holy Scr- 
prure, if we will feel the benefit and fruit of the Spirit of God, 
Luke acknowledgeth the _—_—_ thoſe of Berea in ſearch 
2 ing 
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ing the Scriptures, Als 17.11, To this purpoſe teng. theſe 
Scriptures: 2 Per.1.19. Jobn 5. 39. 4-21. Mal. 4. 
Eph.6.16, Ma4.22.19. Lake 24.27. Jobn 2.22. 

And Pas! would have a Biſhop to hold faſt the faithful word, 
Titms 1,9, &c. Apelles was mighty in the Scriptures, &c., 
AAs 14.24.28. ; 

If i were otherwiſe, Raw could we take heed to the deceics 
of Satan, who daily transformeth. himſelf into: an Angel ot 
tight ? whereupon ſhould our faith reſt 2 we ſhould be carried 
ro and fro without any ſtability. 

Bur they do alledge, 7r were a great abſurdity to ſubject the 
bel "os wnto the Scriptures, to Whom all things are to be ſub- 
pr 

'As if i were a ſhame and ignominy to the holy Ghoſt, to 
bealway like unto himſelf, and to be conſtant in the ſame word 
without wavering at all. If any ſhould reduce the Spirit to 
an Humane, or any other Rule, it were debaſed, yea brought 
into ſervitude : but when we ſay, That the holy Ghoſt having 
once ſpoken, is not mucable, and'changeth not diſcourſe (now 

ng one thing, and then another, as men are wont to do) 
who will ſay, that we offer any injury to the holy Ghoſt ? 

But they ſay, He is by this means examined ;, which belongeth 
not unto uuer to do, © 

k is very clear, that it is ſuch an examination, as he hath 


 pteaſedto eſtabliſhin the Church , that we may not receivethe 


ſpirit of Satan inſtead of him : wherefore ic muſt needs be, 
that —_ abide for ever, ſuck as once he hath revealed and 
Mani himſelf. to be in the holy Seriptures : It is no ſhame 
nor opprobry to the Spirit, for any to ſay of him, That it is no 
diſhonour for him not to be le; nor to renounce himſelf. 
As for that which they tax the Miniſters, to be Miniſters of the 
dead letter, one may plainly ſee the Lords raking vengeance up- 
on the outrage offered unto his holy Word , ſmicing them 
wich a ſpirit ot giddineſs, for having deſpiſed the true and on- 
ly means of coming unto God, which is the Scripture and the 
Word of God. In the paſſage of the Corinthians _— 
AA 
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Paxl ſaith, The letter killeth , and the Spirit quickentth , letany | : 
cloſely conſider, againſt whom the Apoſtle diſputerh, and they * 3 © 
will underſtand his drift, It is very evident that Pax! in this 
place, had to do with falſe Apoſtles, who preached and extolled 
the Law without Chriſt, and cauſed the people to recoil from 
Salvation purchaſed by Chriſt, and the grace of the new Cove- s 
nant, whereunto the Lord had promiſed to write his Law in the 
"# «heart of the faithful: the Law then' being ſeparated from 7: ,..z;. 
Chriſt, as a body without a ſaul , and nothing cometh from ir Exck.11 194 
but death, to thoſe that are under it : it doth nothing but beat Ext 36. 
and ſtrike the ears, without any quickening the foul, until by *** *t*: 
faith we are ſent from it unto Chriſt, as from the Uſher 'unto 
the Maſter ; and then the Law will be found ſuch as David 
ſings it, The Law of the Lord is mw comver ting the ſon! , the Pſal.19 8: 
teſtimony of the Lord is faithful, making Wiſe the ſoople : the com- 
mandments of the Lord ave right, rejoycing the heart, &c. Thus 
muſt we underſtand how it 1s faid, The Letter killeth : Pas/ 
caiieth the Law, The killing Letter, and faich, The Spirit quick- 
neth, 5, e, The Miniſtry of the _—_— which he oppoſeth 
unto the naked Law , and he himſelf calleth his preaching, 
The Miniſtry of the Spirit : we muſt not underſtand —_— 
as thoſe dreamers, who as often as meet with an obſcure 
place that maketh againſtghem, ſay, The Letter killerh, s. e. Ac- 
cording as they ſay, to underſtand the meaning of this Scri- 
pture this killerh, but we muſt come to the Spirit, 5, e, to forge 
Allegories. Paxl never thought of ſuch fopperies, as we may ,, 
ſee in reading the ſame Chapter, 2 Cor. 3. 8. It is then wret- © * _— 
chedly and wickedly done, to caſt off the Scripture upon ſuch 
prerence of the Spirir, ſeeing our Lord giveth us his Spirit to 
underſtand his word : as we ſee Chriſt opened the underſtand- 
ing of the two Diſciples, not by making them wiſe in them- 
ſelves, nor ſetting them to look for a new kinde of word, or 
natural and innate in them, inrrejeRing the Scriptures ; bur 
that they might underſtand the Scriptures, After this manger 
the Apoſtle Faw! exhorteth the Theſſalonians not to quench the 
Spirit ; he would not have them fly in the air, after vain and un- 
F 1 profitable 
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Lik. 8.15. 


Lord opened her heart, to underſtand the things which 
Pas! ſpake : for this cauſe the preaching of the Word is called 
ſced , we know thar if ſeed fall upon a ſpot of ground which 
is deſert, and not tilled, it is loſt, withoue produang fruit : but 
on the contrary, falling upon ſoil tilled and well —_— ir 
brings forth fruit in abundance, So the word of God, if ir 
DIES 
as upon : bur upon a heart pr 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt, then it brings Geek muck fruie, 
and as the Husband-min when he hath ſown his feed, he can do 
no more, he cannot make his grain to grow, but leaveth it to 
God : ſo muſt the Miniſters do, when they have preached and 
ſown the Word of God, they cannotgake it grow, they muſt 
commend it unto God : as the Apoſtle ſaith, He thet planterh is 
mthing, and be that watereth is nothing, but it is God that muſt 
Five the increaſe : he doth not theretore rejeR him that plant- 
eth, nor him that watereth, that is to fay, the external Mini- 
ſters , for he ſoon addeth, Weare co-workers or labourers 
with God, ye are Gods husbandry, ye are Gods building. Ic 
appeareth that the Miniſters are joyned in the work with . 
inaſmuch as God maketh uſe of them as inſtruments, and he 
workerh by his word, by giving vertue in the internal man : 
one may ſee as plainly as FA »lighr, the errour of Awnzer, 
the, firſt father of theſe Anabaptiſts, and that there is no rea- 
ſon in his ſpeech. 
Qur Mennoniſts have condemned theig Father in this point, 
not- 
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of the Anadapeis 


notwithſtanding there be others who maintain this #plnion, of 
rather blaſphemy, az ſome ſtrange ſpirirs, the diſciples of* $+- 
baſtion Franque, wivo this day dorenew the : yew 
ſome little ſpace of time fince, one of the chief -of that SeR, 


whoſe tame I ſhall for bear to declare, in the City of Frank fort, 
before ſeveral boneſt people told me, and with might and main 


maintained, wich divers of his diſciples, Thar the carth never- 


bare a more abominadle Idol, then that which is called the 
Bible; and that all the World doted upon it, looking therein 
for the word of God, whereas we ſhould look for it in our 
hearts : and one of them redoubled it, and faid in the preſence 


of Mr. Aleſco and of -us all, What do you talk fo much of the 


Scripture | I Mare you on my part, I have learned more by 
ſeeing a Hen or a Capon killed, then ever I learned by all the 
Sermons and LeRures of the Books that ever 1 read. Unto 
whom 1 anſwered, It muſt needs be chat you eat often of Hens 
ny | yo ſo much by their death : 
but I pray you, ſa |, What good did you eveBiarn thereby + 
he anſwered, That he had learned ro know, the obedience which 


Jeſus Chriſt rendred uno God his Father npon the Croſs : and . 


that as the fowl was ſlain qyi op and thar 
for the good and life of , fo was Chriſt ſhin for 
the kfe of mankinde : it was ſaid then unce him, How do you 
know that ever there was fach an one as Jefus Chriſt, and char 
he died for man? do you finde that written in the Capons 
belly ? the Turks alſo do kill Capons, bur they cannot reade 
there, that Chriſt was their Saviour, In the end they were 've- 


On opened rived of their fences, when they 
were hampered by the 


word of God, and by their oxwn reaſons. 


What man is there that would not wonder at ſuch footiſh and 


irrational diſcourſe ? is it not juſt that ſuch people ſhould be 


fo handled, feeing they have rejefAtcd the word of the living 
God, which the Anpels themſelves defire to pry into, that they 
ſhould be fene to School unto the bruix i W 
Further, I come to the Propofition of Afwnrzer, who faich, 
That the Miniſters are mach decrived, thinking that Faith romerh 


by 
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67 hearing, and that it is written, Brother ſhall not teach Brother 
any more, ſaying, Know the Lord, j the ſhall all know me, 
the leaſt to the greateſt of them, bring all taught of God. 

If Miniſters be deceived by ſo thi then was Pax/ alſo 
deceived; for he thus ſpake, How ſhall they believe, &c, yea, be 
faich, that the dofFrine which Was preaghed, was the word of faith : 
But one may eaſily ſee their pretence, which is, Totally to make 
void che Scripture, and the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, to come 
unco Revelations, We have already ſhewed that God will 
inſtru&t men by Miniſters, Row. 10.8. the Eunuch is ſent to 
Philip, Cornelina to Peter, Pant t9 Ananias, &c, AS for that 
paſſage of the Prophet, where it is ſaid, Brother ſhall not reach 
brother; &c, the Lord would not hereby baniſh from our of 
the Church the Miniſtry of the Word, (God forbid) to draw 
men after Viſions and Revelations : Now they fail, in that they 
do not narrowly look into the place , for the Prophet doth not 
fay totally, that they ſhall not teach no more, but theſe are 
his words, 7 all teach no more, ſaying, Know the Lord: as 
if he ſhould ſay, Ignorance ſhall not poſſeſs the judgements 
and underſtandings of men, as formerly when chey knew not 
who the Lord was: yea, even iq, this reſtauration of the 
Church, thetrue knowledge of uld become ſo com- 
mon and yulgar, that all ſhould know how that che Son of 
God, who is the lively image of the Father, is deſcended here 
below upon earth, to be united unto us, being made our Bro- 
ther to guide us unto eternal life, We know there is a double 
uſe of — one is for thoſe whoare alrogether igno- 
rant, to whom the firſt rudiments, as points of Catechiſm, are 
to be held forth : there be others, who being entred in, muſt 
make further progreſs, Seeing then that none hath ſo proficed,: 
but that he hath need further to be caught, ſo it is the greateſt 
== of our wiſdome to me teachable. Pax! ſheweth 

w we ſhould profit by thing, if we would be Chriſts Di- 
ſciples, ſaying, That God hath conſticured Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, &c. that we be not unſtable, children, toſſed to and fro 
with all winds of ſtrange doQtrine, &c, whereby it pe, 

that 


CEE en ceramic cas 


of the Anabaptiſſs. 45 
chat che Prophet never intended to bereave cheic Church of an 
ornament ſo preaious and neceſſary : The Prophet onely would 
tell us,chat God would maniteſt himſelf co ſmall and great,and 
that the Church ſhould have children inſtructed and raughe of 
God,as waspromiſed by 1{h. This paſſage then. is very clear 
behold, che Propher ſaich, They ſhall wo more teach every man his 
neighbour, ſaying, Know the Lerd ,, and why ? becauſe, ſaith he, 

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their in- 
ward parts ; he doth not rejeR the external Miniſtry of che 
Word, but he ſheweth, that the knowledge of God cometh nor 
properly by che labour and travel of men, bur it is becauſethe _ 
Lord engraveth the Law of his Word in the underſtanding : 
Miniſters by their preaching ſtrike upon mens ears; and God 
by engraving his Law, workerh upon and teacherh their hearts, 
as he dealt with Lydis at Paxls preaching, Therefore it is, 4&#.16-14- 
that Jeſus Chriſt, John 6.45. ſeeing the Jews to murmure, and 
ſtorm againſt che excernal Miniſtry of the Word, faith, None 
can come wnto me, except the Father who hath ſent ine draw him: 
It is written in the Prophets, And they ſhall all be tawght of God , 
Whoſoever then hath heard, and learned of the Father, cometh wnto 
me, Chriſt thereby ſheweth, that thoſe who have heard, and 
learned of the Father, do not diſdain and rejeR the Miniſtry , 
but they come unto ir, and receive prof thereby : and all this 
ſheweth, that we are of our ſelves altogether indiſpoſed to 
come unto this khowledge of God, for otherwiſe God would 
not promiſe, to cauſe us to walk in his ſtarutes : and if it were 
in our own power ſo to do, and that neicher great ones by 
their wiſdom, not little ones by reaſon of their 1gnorance can 
mount ſo high, unleſs by the Holy Ghoſt they be drawn : Be- 
hold, the true ſenſe of the place, ſo wofully corrupted by thefe 
firſt Anabaptiſts, and all they pretend unto, tends nor, bur after 
they have deprived the Church of the Miniſtry, and the preach- 
ing of the Word, to open the door unto Viſions and Dreams, 
as they already have ſhewn at Aaunſter and Amſterdam, as 
AAtuntzer their firſt father had begun unto them, Was ic nor 
a pleaſing thing to hear this — ſounding from their 
mouths, 
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mouths, The Spirit hath revealed it unto me, The Father hath 
commanded me ? and when any brought a teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture comrary to their dreams and viſions, ſuddenly they replied, 
What have we to do wittrthe dead Letter, ſeeing we have the 
lively word of God imprinted in a living ſpirit ? as if the holy 
Ghoſt, who is the Author of the holy Scriptures, could con- 
tradit himſelf, The Apoſtle Pas! foreſeeing” that fuch Sets 
would riſe up, who would deſpiſe the preaching of the Word ; 
he adjureth his Diſciple Timethy before God and the Lord Je- 
fus, who ſhall judge both quick and dead, to preach the Word, 
and to be inſtant in ſeaſon &c. Satan knoweth, that he muſt 
take off men from the Miniſtry of the Word, when he will have 
them ax his beck, ro put into their heads what ſhall ſrem good 
unto him : and therefore his labour is to bring men unto this, 
that they _ hold nothing cercain ; bur that they finally be- 
ing diſturbed and uncertain he might make them deſpair. Thus in 
the __— he wrought with our Mother Ee, denying the 
expreis word of God : the Lord had ſaid, 7n the day that you eat 
thereof, you ſpall dye the death. The Devil on the contrary denyerh 
it, and ſaith, No, no, you ſhall not dye: ſo now he laboureth to 
take from our eyes the word of God ; bur what may we look 
for afterwards, but that we may be confounded, not knowing 
what ſideto turn unto ? For if we acknowledge no more the 
Scriptures to be the true word of God, which as the Apoſtle 
Pax! ſaith, Was before time written for us, thit we through px 
tience ard conſolation of the Scriptures, might have hope ;,, what 
will our eſtate be? certainly we ſhall be more miſerabe then 
the beaſts , and we muſt give up our ſelves to Dreams and 
ng as thoſe who have reze&ed this light, and muſt periſh 
wofully, 


of 
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of the Anabaptiſts. AT- 


of the Dreams of the Anabaptiſts, and how they are con- 
4 | emened by the Word of God. 


— 


Untzzr having thus prophaned and rejeted the word of __ 
M God, he preached dreams, very goodly revelations, fr" | _ 
which he at his pleaſure forged, as did the falſe Prophet Mabe- ,, ;,.;... 
met, ſaying, that he had ſeen Angels, and gloried that he had 
_ talked with them : by this means to cheat and deceive the poor 

ignorant people : but all was feigned and counterfeit, ro make 
mulick unto poor and inconſtant fools : and the Apoſtle Pax! 
giveth warning of ſuch gallants, that we ſhould take heed of 
them, ſaying, Col.2.18, Let no man begwile you of your reward, 
&c, Yea, the Scripture forbids us lending ear to ſuch dreamers: 
the Lord of Hoſts ſpeaking in the book of Feremizh, ſaich thus, er. 23-16, 211 
Hearken not unto the words of the Prophets which Sp wats 32426, 27428, 
Jow, &c. we ſhall have intelligence of this in theſe laſt dayes : 
are they not in a dead ſleep, who will not be awakened by the 
noiſe of this ſtrong hammer of the word of God, which 
breaketh the ſtones in pieces ? who can be cleanſed by ſuch 
dung ? and what truth can come forth our of a lye? dreams 
have deceived many, and thoſe have fallen who have truſted to 
them, Theſe words of God are true, and ſufficient to en- 
tangle all our dreamers and ravers, with all their celeſtial 
viſions, whereof they do fallly, and out of a certain malice 
vaunt, Let us then reject ſuch cheaters, and follow the coun- 
ſel of God in his word , and we ſhall alwayes finde it to be a 
ſtrong buckler againſt all aſſaules, The Lord ſends us to the Prov. z2.;. 
Law, and to the Teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according to this 1/-i.8-19,2e- 
word, it is becauſe there is no morning-lighe in them. And : 
when Diver deſired, that the living mi e taught by ſome 
other means, beſides the word of God it was anſwered, That 
they had Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them. 

Moreover, Mxntzer cometh from thence to grapple with 
the ſacrifice of the Son of God, to vomit out his —_— blaſ- 
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phemies againſt it, ſaying, Miniſters are lyers, when they ſay, 
bat of Clad, That Jeſus Chrilt hark befor an, adchar moore jutbificd 
; nd Min & by faith alone without works : thus ſpeak theſe Scribes, when 
of fifeatio by they mince unto men. Theſe are his words, as they ay be 
ats, read in his Books, But I pray you, is not this filchily co blaſ- 
pheme the Son of God ? it will not only follow, that the Mi- 
niſters are only delicious and mincing, and make mens Conſci- 
_ ences drouſie ; but alſo all the Prophers : For thus ſpake Peter 
Ss — in the houſe of Corzelixs the Centurion, All the Prophets bear 
witneſs'unto Jeſus Chriſt, That whoſoever ſball believe on bim, 
7ob.1. 29,35. fall receive remifſion of fins through his name, Yea, fohn Baptiſt 
"I held up thefinger at Chriſt, ſaying, Behold the Lamb of God, 
RO IEY that takes away the L- of of the world, Iſaiah witneſſeth and 
O teſtifterh, that Chriſt hath ſurely born our gg, and 
ſuſtained our dolours : what can be more plainly ſaid, then 
when he ſaith, He hath Born the pain and puniſhment Which was 
due unto ns; and that \ve are healed by his wounds ? the ſame is 
affirmed by the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 2. 24. and Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf faith,”7ob. 3.16 God ſo loved the World, &c. The Apoſtle 
Jobs teftifieth, 1 Joh.2.2. If any man fin, &c, ſo Paxl,Col.1.20; 
He made peace, and yeconciled ws, v the blood of his croſs, Read 
to this purpoſe, 2 Cer.5.21. and Rom. 5. 19. and divers other 
Scriptures teſtifie unto this truth, ſo as nothing is more clear : 
and yet Afzxtzer dareth to accuſe the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
with the Miniſters, as thoſe chat flatter mens Conſciences, be- 
cauſe they teach not righteouſneſs by works, Ir is a marvel 
how that ſentenceof the Apoſtle is forgotten, who ſaith, That 
(3:14.24 If webe juſtified by the works of- the law, Chriſt is dead in vain. 
: Werteach to do good works, and live holily, but nor to be juſti- 
tied by them , and that we live only by faich in Jeſus Chriſt, 
* Meantz4r thinketh to mend the matter, by ſaying, That thus to 
Preachizy, sf preach Chriſt, is the way to make men careleſs of doing well : 
j-ftifcat12% bur onthe contrary to preach Chriſt who dyed for our lins,and 
makes rot ts. that he gave himſelf out of perfe& love a ſacrifice for our Re- 
: my weee®- demprion,is the way to be ſtirred up with a to good 
: works, Furthermore we mult not preach the Goſpel % = 
pieate, 
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pleaſe, but as it is appointed of the Father, and as the Scripture 
reitifie, that the Apoſtles preached ir : of ſuch men the Apoltle 
Petcy warneth us, ſaying, That there ſhall ariſe falſe Prophets, 
Kc. 2 Pet,2.2, Let notice be taken whether Mntzer and his 
companions be not of that number, who dare not plainly ſay 
as much, but they will ſay as we do, but being pur unto ir, 
they make Jeſus Chriſt but an half Saviour, by bringing in good 
works, Weſay, Thar faith without works is dead : but they 
juſtifie us nor before God, neither blot out our fins, As the Simi 
flame is not without light, otherwiſeit were not flame yet it's ©" 
lighe burnech nor, ic is the fire, and the flame only that doth 

lighten : ſo faich is not without works ; but works bura nor, 

z, e, take not away ſin, it is faith in Chrilt only : thus we ſpeak 

of the vertue of the property of faith, ſhewing that thoſe who 

have this true faith, cannot be lazie, ſo as out ot love to God, 

they ſhould not do good works to glorifie God, &c. 

He likewiſe fell upon Marriage in a fooliſh and villanous Rail: agai-ft 
manner, ſaying, That the Marriage of Pagans and other igno- Manitge 
rants and unbelievers was polluted and unclean, and that it was 
fornication, and a very ſhew of Satan : ſoas many light ſpirirs 
being moved, and ſpurred forward by this woful dorine,took 
occalion to break many marriages , leaving houſes deſolate, , 7;,, ,«. 
and drew after them ſilly poor women laden with luſts, to leave 
their husbands , perſwading them that the believing wife, 5. e. 
after'their account, the re-baptized, ought not to abide with the 
unrebaptized husband : Holding that a wife dwelliag wich her 
Gentile busband, is polluted and defiled, and cannot be ſaved. 

They called the marriage of thoſe that were not of their Sect, 
whoredome, and the fleſhly bed; and their marriages were 
ſpiritual, The Apoſtle was of another minde, when he faith, 
Marriage is honoxravle, &c, Rut it may be they will ſay, This is #13 + 
to be underſtood of the Marriage of ſuch, where both par- 
ties are believers, and not of the believer with the unbeliever, 
But the Apoltle Pax/ takerh off all objeRion, when he ſaith un- , , 
tothe married, 7 command them ; yet not I, but the Lord, &c. 
what could be more plainly ſaid, to prove the marriages of be- 
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levers with unbelievers, to be true marriages, though they 
were joyned together in che time of their unbelief ? Sees how 
theſe yon ople are become ſhameleſs, in laying open 
their fiſthineſs before all the world ! who would not wonder 
ro ſee ſuch ſpiritual people as theſe pretend themſelves to be, to 
live upon the goods and riches of whore-mongers ! this is the 
honour that they pur upon their Fathers and Mothers, that be- 
gat and brought them forth, yea, and upon themſelves. 

411441iz41 4. , ASfor the Apoſtolical Anabaptiſts, they are ſo called, becauſe 

2.2.2:;2,, they follow (as they ſay ) the Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Church 
ſtep by ſtep. They regard the naked letter of the Scripture, 
They walked as Vagabonds through the Country, and Regi- 
ons, without ſhoes, without ſtaff, wichout girdle, and withour 
money : they ſaid, that they were ſeat by God, and becauſe 
Chriſt ſaith, He that will enter into the Kingdom of heaven, muſt 
become as a little child, they ſaid, We mult play the children 
with Children, and therefore they ſo did : and becauſe our 
Lord ſaith, He that leaverh not all that he poſſeſſeth, whether 
Wife, Children, Father, Mother, Lands and Inheritance, &c. 
they often took ſlender occaſions , and left their Country, 
leaving their wives and children, and went as ſpiritual Lans- 
keneths ; they ſaid, that a Chriſtian ought not poſſeſs any my 
as his own, and that it was impoſſible for any to be both ric 
and a Chriſtian, 

Who would not wonder to ſee the fooliſhneſs of theſe poor 
people ! they would carry neicher ſhoes, ſtaff, nor . money in 
their purſes, like begging Friers : they conſider not the mean- 
ing of that Scripture, The uſe and praQtiſe of the Apoſtles 
declare fully, that our Lord faid that, to prevent his diſciples 
from being ſolicicous for things needtul for their journey, ſee- 
ing they ſhould not want, becauſe the labourer is worthy of his 
hire : this Chriſt inſtru&ted them in, when he ſaid, hen 7 

on ſent you without purſe, without ſcrip, without ſhoes, lacked you any 
—#4-22-37- thing? They ſaid unto him, Nothing : he ſaith unto them, Now be 
that hath a purſe, let him take it, &c,. As for preaching upon 


houſe-tops, what he had cold them in their ears, ir is no _ e, 
ut 
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but that what he had told them in ſecret, they ſhould preach 
openly. And as for waſhing of their feer, he would fignitic no- 
thing elſe thereby, but that out of love we ſhould be belpful 
one unto another : for then they had other kind of ſhoes then 
we have now, ſo as their feet were ſoiled wich travelling, and 
therefore they rightly waſhed their feet, which now we have . 
no uſe of, being ſhod after another manner, Our Anaba- 
ptiſts who practiſe this, I would have them to conſider, how 
comety this is : for ic may fall out rhrough want of women, 
that men mult waſh their feet ; which how ſeemly it would be, 
ler chem judge. When Chriſt ſaich, we muſt be as lictle clul- 
dren, it is not ſaid, We muſt be Children, and become fooliſh , 
but that we ſhould imitate the plamnnefs and integriry which is 
in lictle children, and thatis it which the Apoſtle Pax! holds 
forth, when he ſaith, Be not children in ander ſtanding, but in ma- 
lice, &c. in underſtanding be men : and every where in the 
Scriprures, their wandrings and vagations are condemned ; for 
he ſaith, zhoſoever takerh not care of bis own, 8c Andie eviry 1 Tin, 58. 
one abide in the calling herein he is called, &c. 

As for the community of Goods, whereof they make fo 

much, Plato taught ir ; the Eſſenes had all chings common , and  . _ 
this was ſometimes praRtiſed in Ferxſalem : buc when ic is ſaid, "04,0 © 
T hey had all things common, &c. Luke underitands it of many, —_ 
and nor of all, for is is manifeſt that all did not fo, becauſe ir 44-4: 3* 
is particularly ſpecified of ſome, ſaying, And oſes alſo ſold his 
poſſeſſion : if all ſold their inheritances, there was no need of 
naming particular perſons, for particulars are comprized in the 
number of all : he intends not thar all the faithful ſold all char 
chey had, but as much as neceſtity required; it was in the 1- 
berty of every one, as Petey told Ananias, when the ficld was 4g. ;. 
ſcld, was it not in thy power ? &c, It is very evident that Chriſti- 
ans poſſeſſed proprieties, and that there were ſome very rich, 
who left not their riches to put them into a common ſtock. A- * . 
braham was very rich : this is not to be rejeRed, though in the G7. 24 33. 
Old-Teſtament, tor he is in the New-Teſtament called the father 
of the faichful, Yea, Chriſts ſpeech, I4ar.25.35.fully teaches 
us propriety in goods, So 


- 
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So Panl, 1 Cor. 16, 1.2 Cor.$.10. 2 Cor.9,6,7. Rom.12.13. 
.Gal.6,6, This communion was not in the Church of Zpheſwe, 
—_ +. 28, neither in the Church of the Philippians: ſee 

H, 4.19. : 

The Apoſtles charge concerning rich men,proves propriety, 
1 Tim.6,17 Jobs allowerh propriety, 1 oh, 3. 17. ſo Heb. 10. 
34. 7am.2.25, Theftis forbidden by God, and therefore no 
community, Were not Jſ/aac, and 7acob, and Job, and Zeſeph 
of Arimathea, rich, and retained propriety in goods ? 4&arm 
with his two ſiſters retained their houſe, The women and 
Luke miniſtred of their goods unto Chriſt : Dorcas, Lyaia, 
Cornelins, had propriety in their eſtates, &c, Much moreis ſaid to 
thus purpoſe, bur this may ſuffice, _ 

Moreover, then the multitude of believers, for the moſt part, 
were very poor, as Pax! ſaith, Brethren, you know your calling ; 
not noble, 8&c. This was not done in a diſorderly way, bur 
in good, order, it being committed unto the Apoſtles, to diſtri- 
buce according to their judgement, to poor believers among 
the Jews, who were hated, and had not means ro get bread: 
and becauſe my who had eſtates were plundered, or were in 
danger of confiſcation of their eſtates; for this cauſe it may 
ſcem, the Holy Ghoft timely ſer them a work, thus to diſpoſe, 
and expend their eſtates, which otherwiſe would have been loſt 
at the deſtruQtion of Zeraſalem, by Tits and Yeſpaſian, which 
came ſhortly after : before which ruine, the Chriſtians were 
retired from 7udea, as Enſebins recites : but theſe Anabaptiſts 
would put all the world ina confuſion by their community of 


goods, and that they might enjoy other mens labours : bur it 


1s wor ſe for them to bind all men unto it upon pain of damna- 
tion, | 
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of the -_ Anabaptiſts , who are ſeparted from the 
world, 


A*® for the Anabaptiſts who call themſelves Separated fron: 
the world, and are wholly ſpiritual , they fay, They will 
have nothing in common with the Gentiles, as they call them, 
not Faſting, obſervation of dayes, life, eating and drinking, 
&c, Theſe eſtabliſh a rule how plain their garments muſt be, 
of what ſtuff, how long, how large, of what matter, and how 
for manner : they forbid the uſe of all coſtly garments, calling 
ſuch as uſe them Gentiles, and Pagans: when they ſee any laug 

orbe cheerful,they cry,zy0e wnto you that laugh now, for ye ſpall 
weep. They fetch continual deep ſighs, and are alwayes fad, 
they rejeR all feaſtings and banquets at Weddings, all uſe of 

Muſick , and as for that ſpeech, Rem.12.1. they have it al- 
wayes in their mouthes, Faſhion net your ſilver unto the World ; 
they alledge it, as if the Apoſtle had intended to change the 
nature and property of all things, and as if ſo be he com- 
manded us to go upon our heads, becauſe the Gentiles go up- 
on their feet, or to ſpeak with our feet, and hear with our 
heels, becauſe the Gentiles ſpeak with their mouthes, and 
hear with their ears. Whereas the Apoſtle underſtandeth no 
other thing, then that we ſhould not imitate the world in that 
which is evil , which che Apoſtle Zobn ſaith, Love not the world, 
nor the things that are in the world : for all that is in the world, 
the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, And the Apoſtle Pax! expoundeth this, 
E pheſ.4.17. when he chargeth us that we ſhould not walk as 
the Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their underſtandings. It 1s 
folly in them to draw theſe words from the true ſenſe, to 
make them condemn a multitude of things- indifferent , as 
ſome of them will not pur on aclean ſhirt upon S»»day, be- 
cauſe unbelievers do ſo: ſome will not call Aſuxday or T weſ- 
4y, but he firſt and ſecond day of the week ; binding their 
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Conſciences unto ſuch things : they make themſelves ridicu- 
lang, becauſe they condemn garments and trimmings, which 
are not according ro their Cut and Rule, by their Taylors, 4nd 
according to their patern and faſhion. We world not here 
ler looſe the reins-to pomp and vanity, but we ſay, We are 
not to condetan him, who isxcloahed according to his Eſtkce, 
and according to the cuſtom of the Coumry , yong people&c all 
according to the received cnftom, Gertlemen according to their 
ranks, Merchants, and conſequently all men of Eſtate accord- 
ing to their qualities, We condemn, with the Apoſtle Perer, 
all ſum neſs, and vanitics which are unprofitable : nor- 

ing we ſay, That when Princes and the like carry ic 
magnificently, they are not to be condemned as Pagans ; for 
Chriſt and lis Apoſtles never gave us Rules for our garments. 
Let every one hold forth mediocrity, and cut off all ſuperfluity, 


for theprofit ef the poor, Meat & drink is not leſs free to Chri- 


I Tim. 4 


i (07,120. 2T0 


RO1.12714 


ſtians,then garments, wherefore to forbid them,is to hold forth 
the DoQrine of Devils, as Pax ſaith. What hurt can be found 
therein ? when God ſhall by his _— ive a Chriſtian means, 
that he may make uſfe of good mear a rink and the faithful 
reeeve it with giving ofrhanks, withour glucrony, but with ſobri- 
ery: wherefore ſhould any ſay, That this gift of God is a curſe ? 
Have not the ſervants of the Lord, praiſed the Lord for it ? 
as David for the Lords filling of his Cup, and ſpreading his 
Table. Was not Chriſt at Feaſts and banquets with his 
friends? there were none but the hypocritical Phariſees of- 
fended at ir, calling him Glucton and Drunkard, Pas! ſaich, 
He could rell how te abound, as well as to want, If a believer 
hath lictle, ler him be contented without murmuring , if he 
hath much, ler him uſe ic with moderation and ſobriery, and 
giving of thanks, remembring that paſſage of the Apoſtle, 
Whether you eat or drink , do all to the glory of God, They con- 
demn all mirth and'laughter as bad. It is erue, Chriſt ſaith, 
Woe wnto you that laugh, for you foall wourn : yet Paul exhort- 
th to rejoyce with them that rejoyce ; and Solomon ſaith, 7 here 
's a time to laugh, Eccleſ.3. Abraham laughed, Ga.18.10, 
an 
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and yet theſe men would baniſh all mirth and kughter, All 
civil mirth is noc co be condemned, nay, rather their bypocri- 
tical ſighings, and their fad and melancholy looks, are to be- 
cenſured, whereby they would, as more holy, excol them- 
ſelves above other men : the Kingdome of God conlilts not in 
theſe things ; the Scripture no where condemneth boneſt mirth, 
bur every where hypocriſies, In the time of S»/ames, Iracl 
held a Feaſt for fourteen dayes together, becauſe of all che 
goodneſs of God vouchſafed tro David his farher, As mourn- 
ing proceeds from adverfity, ſo joy from proſperity : which 


ſ—_ plainly holds forch, when he ſaich, 7be joy of our £47515 


t is ceaſed, and our mirth u turned into mourning, &c, 1 
condemn alſo the honeſt banquers at Weddings, as unlawful 
and evil, and yet we ſee the Scripture ſpeaketh often of che 
voice of the Spouſe and eſpouſed ; we reade it no where con- 
demaned, either in the Old or New Teſtament, Our Lord was 
not onely at a Wedding being invited, but wrought there his 
firſt Miracle, by turning water into wine : he fate down there, 
and his Diſciples. 


David ſaith, God hath made wine to make glad mans beart, — ny rs 


oj! to make his face ſhine : Feaſts and Banquets which ex 

Chriſtian modeſty, are not to be commended. Lot made 2 
feaſt to his two gueſts, and Abraham did ſo at Iſaacs weaning : 
who ever will reade of the feaſt of the faichful, let him reade 
theſe Scriptures; Gen.26.30. Gen.q43. 34. Fndg.14 IO,12,17. 
2 Saw. 3.20. 1 Kings 3.15. Job 1.4,5. It is ſaid, Matthew 
made a feaſt, where many Publicans were: Chriſt doth not 
forbid them, yea, ke fercherh a compariſon from the Bride and 


Bridegroom, from the Wedding-Supper, and the Wedding- ,,, 


Garments, We would not here encourage int ance in 
any, but to ſhew the liberty which Chriſtians have of the good: 
Creatures of God, that none may condemn thoſe, who in 
Gods fear do make uſe of their liberty : the Kingdom of God 
lieth not in ſuch obſervations , bodily exerciſe profiting little, 
bur godlineſs being profitable in all things. Moreover, it we 
ſhould reckon up all cheir Errours nd frveral Opinions, time 
would fail us to refute them, H 2 There 
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There be ſome who hold —_ ſo neceſſary as thut 
without it none can be ſaved; Nor will they faluce any, nor 


ive the hand, nor acknowledge any but ſuch to be therr bre- 
| ſome hold ir not aeating, and make no __ to 
be found-with honeſt people, and40 account them as brethren ; 


but-cheir number is but ſmall, 

Some account Childrens-Baptiſm ſo bad, as that they will ra- 
ther be diſmembred,. and fuffer, then to jet their Children be 
baptized. Others ſuffer ic as an Ordinance , which neither 
hindreth ner profiteth, Some-account themſelves holy and 
pure, theſeare ſeparated from others, and have all things in 
common ; none ſairh among them, 7b « mine : and to have 
any thing in-propviey, is accounted a fin. Some have. endured 
great torments, becauſe they would not keep Swndaies and Feſti- 
val dayes, in deſpite of Antichriſt : ſeeing = were dayes ap- 
pointed - A— they. would-not hold forth any thing 
which is like unto him, Others obſerve theſe dayes, bur it is 
out of charity. 

Some ſay they are come ſo high, as that they cannot ſin any 


| more, Themoſt pureof thempreach up the Croſs, and: per- 


ſecution ſo high; that they ſeem to make it an 1dol, and a new- 
Saviour, putting of it in the place of Chriſt, for ſalvation, as 
the Papiſts do their works. There be ſome who have daily 
ſome new command from God,'to make known unto their bre- 
thren and ſtrangers. . Some are rapt into an extaſie, and have 
their viſage and countenance changed, lying upon the ground- 
certain hours, Some Tremble and Quake for two or three 
hours together : after that, when they are come unto them- 


7 ſelves, they prophecie and ſpeak ſtrange things as if they had 


been in another world, or as if they had fallen from out of 
heaven : and they account to have that in common with' he 
Apoſtle, when he was taken up into the third heaven. 

Many cannot ſpeak nor declare the great ſecrets, and Myſte 
ries which they have ſeen. 

To ſomethis Extaſie or Trance cometh ofren, to others not 


{0 often, to others of them not atall. Some amorg Ky” fall 
Orr 
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down upon their faces, and dream; others do not, but keep 
themſelves to the Letter of the Scripture, Some do nothing 
elſe but pray as the Friers do, and ſay, That they do hinder 
and keep back, by their prayers, all the miſchief which other- 
wiſe would befal the world : theſe will nor that evil ſhould be 
reſiſted by any other wayes then by prayers, and in no ſor 
will permut the uſe of arms. | 
John Denk_ did not admit of ſwearing by way of witneſs, 

Some hold not the Trinity of perſons in one Eſlence, ſaying, 

Thar the Son only is a perſon. Some eſteem of the Sacrament 
of the Lords ſupper as we do, but they preach it up ſo highly, 

as that ic will be very hard to finde ſo much as two fit to. com- 
municate therein ;, and therefore ſome are of opinion not to do 
it until their death;In ſome places they baniſh and excommunt- 

cate all thoſe, which will heare any Preacher or Miniſter preach: 
they ſpeak all the evil of them that may be, calling them Scribes 

and Phariſees, Others endure that one may. hear, ſee, and 
read any _ : butin the mean while the manner of Miniſters 
living pleaſerh them not, They have the Croſs in ſuch eſti- 
mation, that they deſpiſe and rejeR all thoſe which are without 
it, and perſecution, and ſay, Thar their caſe is not good : for 

( - they ) if they were in the Lords way, they would ſuffer 

perſecution : ſome therefore ſeek the Croſs, others are of 
another opinion, And many times they break fair houſholds 


dy ſeparating the parties, when one of the parties is excom- | 


municated, the party which is not excommunicated muſt with- 
draw from the other party : and their excommunications are 
for very ſmall matters, yea, when they are married one to 
another, they make them promiſe, that if one of them come to 
be cait out of the Church, that the innocent parry ſhall with- 
draw fromthe nocent , and by this means their marriages are 
all conditional : when one is thus ſeparated, the party offen- 
ded cannot be remarried, if the bor on party being married 


be not delivered by the death of his adjoynt : yea, ſome- | 


times it falls our, that ſome who have been excommunicated, 
Ire received in again, and finde their-party married to another; 
, an 
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and here chey muſt fee their wives before their eyes to be unto 
another man, and they themſelves cannoc remarry; yea though 
have not che gift of 'conrinence, they fay unto them, as 
unto the Friers, that they muſt make themſelves Eunuchs for 
the Kingdom of heaven. Behold how the Devil makes him- 
ſcif ſport with theſe men 1 They are in mortal war with the 
Franiques : upon this occaſion the Mennoniſts have excom- 
municated the Franiques, becauſe chey would not approve of 
theſe goodly marriages. | 
They ſay alſo, That when a man hath ſinned, though hetoth 
# repent, that heis co be excommunicated : and then if he doth 
e therein, he ſhall be received in again, * Behold, the 
fair ſtir of Satan, how he playeth the with theſe men, 
which follow: not the true light of the Goſpel, Our Lord be 
pleaſed to give eyes toallche World, that - may take heed 
of theſe Sets, which make men turn afide from the way of 
wrath, So bei, 


"I ice is nowin the Preſs, and will very ſhortly be ex- 
rant, an excellent and uſefull Treatiſe , Entituled, 
The Righteow Man's Evidence for Heaven , &c. By 
Mr. T5wothy Rogers, Miniſter of the Golpel. 
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